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THE 


PICI URE 


OF THE 


Councel of State: 


Held forth to the Free People of England, by Liext. 
Col. John Lilburn, Mr. Thomas Prince, 


and Mr.Richard Overton. 
The Narrative of the Proceedings againſt Lientenant (ol, Joha Lib 
burn thus followeth, 


N Wedne/tley the 28 of March 1649, abone four or ive actock in the mornings 
ny lodging at Wm - touſt in Swubwark, was beſet with about 20s of 
200 armed men, Horſe and Foot, one of which knocking at my Chamber 
h. door, 1 roſe and opened him the door, and a:ked' bias who he wou'd, ſpeak 
wich,2n4 what he would have ? He replyed, be was come to take mepriſoner 3 wherospon 
1 demanded of him to ſee his Warrant; he told me he had one, but had it not here, bur as 
ſoon. as 1 came to Pavls I ſhould ſee it 3 1 rold bim,if he walked by the rules of juſtice; he 
ought to have brought his Waryane with him,and to have ſhewed ir me,and given me leave 
to have Copird it out, if I had defired ir, But divers of the foot Souldiers zulhing into my 
room at his heels; 1 defired him ro demean himſelf like a Gentleman, and not with «nip 
inciviliries affright my children and family ;for if it were nothing duc wy perſon be would 
have, I wo..ld but make me ready, and go along with bim wichoor any more ado, whithey 
ke would carry mt; for his power of armed men was beyond my preſcnt reſiftieg,or power 
todiſpure : ſo I defired him and another Gentleman with him to fir down, which they 
did; and when I was almoſt _ co go, I demanded of him ——_— it wou!'d not fully (2+ 
tish: his end,iti my going along with him and one or two more of his company in a boars 
and 1 would ingge cor bin 2s 1 was an Fngliſh man, there ſhould be-not frurbance ta 
bim by megar any fn my behalf, bue T would quietly and peacebly go with kim where- ever 
he would have me': but he told menc, I muſt _ thorow the ſtreets with —_ 
2 oery 
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Guard thar eame for me : Told him, I þ._. | AIRS bur it would be no grear 
conqueſt to lead & captive thorow the ireers in the bead of ſo mahy armed men, who 
neither had made re , nor was in any capacity ro do itz and coming down Rtairs in- 
ne oe yard, I was commanded to ſtand cill rhe men were ed in Rankand 
itt,ahd two other priſoncrs were brought unto me, viz. my Landlord My, Devengiſh's rw 
Sonr;oee for whit rhey knew not,nor coutd inagine ; So away thorow rhe ſtreers the armed 
ViRors carry us,like three conquered Slayes,making us often halt by the way, that ſo their 
men mighe draw up in good order, to-encaunter with an Army of Bucterflies, in caſe t 
ſhould meet them 1a the way to reſcue us their Captives from them z ſo coming to Paul; 
Qhnred, I there gicet with my Comrade M. Prince, and after imbraces catch of other, and 
a ligcle diſcourſe, we ſee our acquaintance M.Willam Walwin marching atthe head of ano- | 
ther ſarey 252 captiye z and having underſtogd that our being feiſed as Priſoners, was = © 
. e by way of Petitioh to the ParHament, intitulet, The ſec : of Englaids © 
new Chains diſcovered 3 We could not but wander at the apprehending of M. Walwin about 
that, be having for ſome moachs paſt (chat ever I could bo or hear of) never been atany > 
of our meetings, where any ſuch things were managed : But Adjutane General Smubber 7 
that was the Commander of the Party,coming then to view, I repaired to hita,and defired 7 
ro ſee his Warrant, by vertue of which his men fotced me out of my bed-ind habiratiun, > 
from my Wife and children ; and his Warrant he produced, which I read, be denying me 
2 copy obita though both chere and at bite- hall 1 earneſtly demanded ic as my right : the © 
ſubKthce of which, ſo neer as I can remember, is, From the Commirree, commonly fliled ” 
the Councel of State, ro authoriſe Sir Herdreſſe Waller, and Colonel Edward Wheley, or whom © 
they nt, 10 repair to any place whatſpever, where they ſhall hear Lieut. Col. Jokn Lil. © 
burn, «nd M. Prince, M, Walwin, and M. Overton are, themes to apprehend, and bring before |} 
the Councel of State, for ſuppſrien of bigh Treaſon, for compiling, (5c. « ſeditiows and ſcandalous 
Pampbler, intituled, The (ccond part of Englands new Chains diſcoyerd. And for ſo doing, © 
that ſhell be their Warrant. -,_ +» Signed, Joha Bradſhaw Prefidene. | 

And in the ſame paper is contained Sir Herdreſſe Walkers and Col. Wheſey's Commi(l- :: 
fion or Deputation to Adjutant General Stubber to apprehend Mr. Walwinand my ſelf ; 
who. with his Officers, dealt abundantly more fairly with us, then I underſtand Lieut, 
Cal Axrel dealt with Mr. Princeand Mr.Overten 3 From which Lieut. Col. if there had 
been any harmony in his ſpirit to his profeſſion, abundance more in point of cn, 
might bave been expeRed, then from the other, though ke {ell much ſhort. 

But when we were in Pauls Church-yard, I was very earneſt with the Adjutant Ge- 
neral, and his Enſigne that apprehended me (as I underſtood by the Adjutant he was) *' 
that we might go to ſome place ro drink our mornings draughts; and accordingly we went 
to the next door to the School- houſe, where we had a large diſcourſe with the Officers, |: 
eſpecially about Mr. Deveniſh's ſons 3 we underſtanding they had no Warrant at all to 
meddle with them in the leaſt, nor nothing to lay to their charge, bur aprivate informa- 
tion of one Bu#their Fathers tenant, between which parties thece is a privaze difference ; 
we told them, we could not but ſtand amazed, that any Officer of an Army durſt in ſuch 
acaſe apprehend the perſon of any Free-man of Englant, and of his own head and au- 
thority, dragging him or them our of his houſe and habitation, like a Traitor, aT heef, 
or a Rogue; and they being aſhamed of what they had done to thern,at our importunity,let * 
both the young men go free. So away by water we three went to.# bite hall with rhe Ad- © 
jutant Gen. where we met with our friend M Overton. And after we hag ſtaid a: #Tice hol 
till about 4 or 5 of the clock in the afkternoon,we were by the foreſaid Adjurant carried ta 
Darby houſe, where, after about an kours ſtay, there were called in Lieut. Col. Goldegue, 1 
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(5) 
6h d lager ia Southwark, and a1 ſome of good quality of bis neighbour: do reprt him to beve 
cn erſonal Treaty, man ;_ and alſs Caprein Williams, and M, Saul $ beck 
Southwark, whaare ſad to be the Devil 3 . deputies, er mformers ageinſ} us 3 -aſer 
were turned out, -I was called in next, and the dore being opened, I marched ine 
the Room with tmy bat on; and looking about me, I ſaw divers Members of the Houſe 
of Commons preſent, and (o I-put it off z and by Sergeant Dendy I was direQed to go 
neer M. Bradſhaw, that ſat as if be. had been Chairman to the Gentlemen that were there 
preſent ; berween whom, and my ſelf, palt to this following effeR, 

Lievt. Col. Lilbucn ( ſaid he) bere are ſome Fas Parliament, that 1 am commanded by 
thit Councel to acquaine you with z which were accordingly read, and which did comtain 
the late publiſhed wT rigted Proclamation or Declaration, againſt the ſtconnd pare of 
Englarid: New Chains diſcovered, with diyets inftruQtions and an uniimitted power given 
unto'the Councel of State, to finde our. the Authors and Promoters thereot, After the 
reading of which, M. Bradſhew ſaid unto me, vir, Tow have heard what hath been read 
unto you, endthis Councell baving « rg that you have « principle band in compiling and 
prometing this Book, (ſhewing me the Book it ſelf,) rherefore they have ſent for you, andre 
willing t o hear you ſpeak for your ſelf, But I ſaw no Accuſer,proſecutor or witneſſe brought 
faceto face, which were very ſtrange eoreh gs in my judgement, 

"Well then M. Bradſhaw, (aid I, If it pleaſe you and theſe Gentlemen to afford me the 
ſame liberty the Cavaliers-did at Oxford, when I was arraigned before thera for my life, 
forlevyin war in rhe quarrel of the Commen-wealth, againſt the late King and his par- 
ty, (which was [iberty of ſpeech to ſpeak my mind freely without imterruption) I thall ſpeak and 
goe on, but without the liberty pt ſpcach I ſhall not ſay a word more to you. * 


To which he om » That is already granted you, and therefore you may go tn and ſpeak what 
) 


au can of will ſay for your ſelf if you pleaſe;or if you will not,you may hold you pyace and withtbew. 
Well'then(faid 1)M, ,With your Ain thus,l am an Engliſhman born,bred;& 
brought up,and England is a Nation Gaverned, Bounded,and Limited by Laws & libe:- 
ties:and for the Libertics of England,I have both fought and ſuffered much:bue cruelySir, 
I as e it now infinitely below me,and the glory and excellency of my late aQions,now to 
p end) merit or deſert unto you,as though L were forced tofly ro the merit of my formicr a« 
Rions,to lay ina councer-leals, ro weigh down your ingignation againſt me, for my pre=- 
tended Hhre offences : No, Sir, I ſcorn it;Labbor it: And therefore Sir,I now ſtand before 
you,upon the bare,naked,and {ingle account of an Engliſhmap,as though I had never ſaid, 
done, or atcd thing that tenderh to the preſervation of the liberties thereof, but yer, have 
done any a that did put me ont of aLegal capacity ro claim the urmoſt punRilio,benefir, 
& priviledge that the laws & liberties of Eng!iand vill afford to any of you bere preſent,of 
any other in the whole Nation : And the Laws and Liberties England ere my inhe- 
ritaner and right. And in your [ate Declaration, publiſhed about four or five daics 
ago, wherein you laydown the grounds and reafons (as I remember) of your daing Ju-* 
ftict upemthe late King, and why you have aboliſhed Kingly G overnn ent, ax the Houſe of Lards, 
you declare; in effeR the ſame ; and promiſe ro maintain the Lawes of England, in refe- 
rence to the Peoples Liberties * and Free- 
doms: And amonglt other thinys therein * See Their Declarations of the 9 of Feb.& 
contained, you highly commend and extol . the 17 of March 1648, in which they poti- 
the Petition of Right, mide in the thir year of tively declare, they are fully -rejolved to 
the lire Kirg, as ant, of the moſt cxgcllent, maintain, and ſhall and will preſervecand 
and $1otict \Laws in reference to the = keep the fundamental Laws of this Nation, : 
ple libetrics that ever was madc in this N2- for and concerning the preſcryation of rhe» 
: lire, 


hed, profentis and berries of he propſe 
werls Yf nnes nem therertttro'; box 
they of {ace years Wert never (F good as 
their words 3 nor 1 um coaftdem nevcr im- 
rohd v0 bo! they having rirned their bagks 

n common tondty ;* updtr the Lncd 
cheis frewahs and- mince lies afid Falſe 
hoods their refuge and Fortiehs, and there- 
tote belceverthem k > more 3 for I will make 


rhe Hark 


J. 


out 'vpgn < Klip, ing and de- 
af he prophh of ata be beneb of 
that Law 3, and fureTam (for 1 have zead, 
214 Kadied &) rhere' is one Flaule in je yer 
_ cxpcolly, ho Arr nelan 
2Þ1 ro be” adjudged for life, lintbe, libery, o- 
hare, but by the wb Gs indeing flabliſh - 
£2 and declared: And truly Sir, if this be 


iz good they arc worſe then the King was, yood and ſound Lepal oQrine (3s uns» 
whoſe bead they have'chopt off, for x Fray- 'dvubtcdly it is, or elſe your own.Declarz- 
tor 4 and Tyrant and thereby have con *rions are falfe, ant lies) I wonget what 
drinncd +hemſclves, as deſerving his very * > Grnritmegn are for the declared and. 
punilhmcnt, "= known Laws of England knows you not, 
neither by names kor qualifications as per= 
ſons endowed with any power either to impriſon or try me, or the meanclt Fiee-manof 
Eiigland 3 and truly, were it not that TI know the fates of divers of yornand honour the 
perſons of ſome of youzas Members ofthe Honſevf Commond that bave fogd pretty fm 
in ſhakingrimes r6 the inteteſt of the Natjon 3 T ſhould «wonder what yo are, boy Fe am 
whom 1am, & ſhould nor,in the leaſt honour or reverence Mrs {6 much ag with Civil Re- 
ſpe&,eſpecially conſidering the minner of tny being'broug £ before'you, with artned en, 
and the manner of you! cloſe firting;contrary to all courts.of Juſtice, whoſe dores onght al- 
wayes to ſtand wide open.M. Bradſhow, it thay be rhe houſe of Commons barhpaſt ſome 
Vores orQrders,to authoriſe you to fit here for ſuch and ſuch ends as in rheir. Orders may . 
be declared: Bur that rhey have mage any ach Votes or won, legally ugknown r9 m 4 
never ſaw them. [17:174e, by common F amt you are bruieg abroad gn 
common Fame do in this tell me a truth, an4no ye, but that the Houſe of Commons in 
good carneſt bath made yon s Conncel of Srate, yer I know not what that is,becauſe the Law 


of England tells me nothing of ſuch a thing; and ſurely if a Councelof State were a 


Conr: of Juſtice, the Law would fperk fomething of it : But T have read both old and 
new Lawes, 'yea all of late chatir was pofſible robuy or hear of, "and rheycell me _nox 


one word of you, and therefore I ſcarce know what ro make of you, or what to chink of | 


you ; bur as Gentlemenrhat Fienuw, Tt give you civill 1efpeR, znd ont of no other con- 
fideration : Bat if you judge your ſelves to þe x Counce! + te, ado vertue thereof 
think you have any powet over me, Ipray you ſhew me your "Commiſſion, that I'may 
know the berter how to behave my ſelf before you. M. tar ror T will nafhow queiti- 
on or diſpute the Votes, or Orders of the preſent lingle Houſe of Conimons, in reference 
to their power, as binding Lawestothe people 3 em et "thetn to be valid, legal, and. 


ood ; their due circumſtances accOmpanying then! "yet Sir, by the Law of England 
e me tell you, what the Houſe Vores, Octders, and Enadts within their walls, 15 no- 
thing to me, I am not at all bound by them, nor In Law can take. aty cognifance of 


them as Lawes, although 20- Members came out of rhe Houſe, and tell. me ſuch things . 
are dono, til} they bc publiſhed #nd declzred b found fo curbpers Praclamitiqn,.or., 
by © arp] pen phacs of the Na-:, ® 
[tins , that declares your power, . 
ſo prockim'd or publithed 3 andtherefort Sir, 1 know not wha! fomnke moreef yourbena:. 
company:of private meng beirig neivher able ro own yon for a Court of Juſtice, becauſe | 


or the like,, by 2 publike Officer or Magift ate. inthe pu 


tion 3 Baztrulv Sir, I never ſaw any Law in Print or writing , 


i; 


{ted a Courtel of Srqte,bur. : 
its poſſible common Famein this particular may'ax yall tall mea lyc.asa rr thy Buraduic., 
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_ ſhall nor be Judges in ſuch fogtculey 
= thatarfotſfo wore ealgramentey cats, 
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”) 
L xp [peaks nothing bf) au} nor $678 20 of Stare an euorere aacatoea 
aſia. 1 dhſive Frfym preſs). 16. bv: 
. Bur Sir, give me leave fnxther to aver uno you, and n this we le or Averment 
I will LT Edt atd al} 1 baye- in the wo Muſe bed by a 
PFracigimed and d(< (ar vd _— wr Order, made this Councel ( as _ c inp rage « Coprt 
if thas proclat » abcrk £4 Port, + Ord, bad been wit endnull,” and voi 
lf; And my reaſen is, bectuſe rhe Hould itſeifw watherer (freither now; nor in 
ge cfore) bexraſted with 2 Law-exycuring powty, but only wirh « L ity making power. 
And uty, Sir, 4 ſhould bavelooktdn _ en hs people bf this Nation as yery tools, if & 
yer they had crxulted the Darkiament wi Law-executing power, and my reafon is, be- 
£aulc, if they had. ſp done, thty had then choſen and impowredia Partfament ro haye de- 
FINS cheoj, butncs e@ have preſerved thei (which is aginſt the Fery naruce and end of 
the very. being of Parliamencs, they being by — dotthime;” choſtn ro provide for 
the peaples weala, big not for their wo, Bi re -Declaret.: pag. 150, 266, 257, Td 25d 
279, 380.30 261,3$2,494;896,700,7 nk ) And Sir,the reaſon of that reaſon is, 
becauſe irs polhblegifa Parkiament ſhould execute the Law, they might do palpable inju- 
= admniniltcr itand'ſo tte people would be robbed of rheir inrended extraor- 
dinary, of fppaalry for in ſachcales, they 1 quedeg ro the Parliament cirher a- 
We 4 torpare it cif 3 (and carviv ever they will ever condemn them- 
elves, or punith themſclyes >: nuy,: will key nth Fehuchs the mſelves bound'n hohour and 


| bf'7 ety. uo themſaiver; to vere thet men-« Trans os, xthar aft ſo much 6 queſtion heir 


me Oe) (nth mo they ave woe fo them ?. For'this Sir, Tatti ſare/ 


is very commoal Conner? dnow a.day2s;, and rherefqre the bencky of former: Paslit- 
Lot iy 2.00 , > an Uury i ig chispariicular, was ſuch, rbat rhey have 
——_— ge ar.pycula gig 08:tho meanct free: man if 

opt ver TOY wy aichough I gnldbear or wound one afeticis 


rs, gigh ance Gaar, In 4%. tg Kilcharge kis ik z but I —_—_ 
be laot ig hows Hel bur in. 1506 4 » —_ 

ch, unge whom by, Law:chef have $3 - V Sees. Hi 46. ras. H.6,chres 
Gl 553204 gireQiqp "ſri RK. Fenalem pe the L ordryunrfalon 
bary. \F bom; whiciale ws c0s ey 1 bp aber cider, of the ings Beneds 
ice ey. 25 himſglf.c Now Gig, tf reaſon liſa be alled = _ a pwnd 6 z err 
ice qo. 0grey i £08\encenr|rHfit the Parti 11a= Pings 
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wel oe «a $7 * PEEDLT 4 on, publſbe 
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A aka pazticulae = thisactfatther remo org . 
ſtometheic, pamicutar falves;landido meerly coficetrf za CordMndgWeaith'; Und ſaxe 'L 
inthe declared. Sravute Lawnt oellac? hel >&h ſtand inc full forceas this, 
pong ohvay ne Law torepenl ir, or ltzte ho Houſe of Con». 
7998 "fs up rheir.new: Common? wealth. Now, Sir, from Mt this I bs TAN which. 
whe 11h whats by ohe whole bederived or ed 104 par 
hows $64 har ens, nedtatr ao wer nor ett heb rey of the whole Houſe of Commune, pri- 
adn ” oy and | therefor they capnot der ive it 19.4 pareof thirvr) 


.- Þ ſeven a2 2 
yl - Is 185 Sr vahgour 4 Com foraliehd, I:would rior be mifthken,as though! maintai- 
P L. 


G ned 


( | 
ned the Parliament had no poor 66 het Court of Jatiorfor I deigtta may ere& 
'2 Court of Juſtice ro\adminiſterthe Law Regie, . that rhe Fadges c yo of s that ore 
not Member of 1beir Houſe '; ang preaded,: that the power they give them be unruerſall ; that 
is ro ſay, to adminiſter rhe For tall rhe; people of Eng/and indefinitely, and nor to two 
«1. _+..yrtheee particular perſons —_—_— 
| '* Andtherefwt 1 aver, that-the \Hicb Court of ice laſt of which for them to do js 
that ſare upon Duke Hamilton, 4he Earl'of Holland, : juſt, and' altogerher om 'of their 
&c. ws no Court of Juſtice, but in 4be eye of the Law © power. And therfore Sir,to conclude 
murdered thoſe lone eps of whith Bradſhaw and ata 3 It being not in the power 
y reft hf Rey Yedow Joe: are mn in jaode ot of the Law the: whole Parliament- t0- exeente 1 
ble 4s was 


plan ahd ooo nth: Law, they can give no power to you | 
wan Ye af aye art. Infit. fo: $4; oF -their Members to meddle with me E 


if. 20 

loft ther of 4p 4 Tabs for ſubverters bf the dinary Cov Court of _ the = 
LL all Lows of England, - , . '. ( >. »; «per: Adminifteator of the 

the only and folk Judge in this SF , 


be "7 


cular ; and not you Gentlemen,no agr your wholc Houſe ivſelf. And therefore,if you be | 


honeſt men, and will be as good as your words, oaths and protnifes, (which are to mains 

rain the Laws,in rebrapage rg the gtoplcs-Liberries) I thallenge36 your dafide rhe benef 

of the Law, and notto be, paſt upon,otherwiſe | wg TY 

* ' For with your favour, Mr.Bradfſbew, the fat that you 'I kave committed 

(for till ir be judicially proved (agd that muſt.be beſvre # =y SE that harh* v7 . 
_= 


fefſed by 
* Rom.4.15. Ste the 4. pert of the L, Cooks Infli- or eon 
_—_ Hicort rat pn 9-41: "a bars - my 6 belor ov Arety 
See alſo ny pr E tothe Speiher,' of t 
of April, 1648. cated the Priſoners plea' for an Ha reno one ot 
beas Corpus, p.s 6. and Englands Birth-rigt, & orenſtriffie 

0 


I. 3+ 3. 4+ the ſecond edjton fy] Epiſtle ET nd, ht ot 
Reeves, p.11, 12.13. 14-15. andM. John i effion. - Andific bes Tran 
mans Tfuths Tri p. $1.12-13- HO IN. ate ro? Law;thit L:4v 
co. tulyſlated, coed T protars f 2 pitidumſenc for” it, (atid by the 
verkon, p, 9.13.14.15:16. 36: * | A method 6f that aw am 
F to betryed, and « ry other whatſoever, made ex poſt 

And therefore, 


— have no power in Law to conyene me before you for the prerended crime laid untn 


- bop, 3 much leſſeto ferch pebyſofer amet my habira aby the pewer of armed * 


ot Sir, let me tell you, The w of Eng/and never made , Licorenant 


Colonels,' Caprains, or Syuldicrs, © 
* Seeds PakingſRich, inten Cd A nan 
Book caſed the peop les Prerogative, WUD »46. 47 - Juſtices of Peace: And I cannot 


45. & 56. vhe. Tra, I ſay, that iſthe Generall take wonder that ſhould atrack 

my If Prace, + wry ics bein Kc. now + in ſuch a _— 4s you have 
4 ourts ice conh d thact 

murders him of then, and ought "of nas. bong 4 "adhered 10 the Taceref a ite 

IE them) and never diſputed, nor AE... po any Order or or Summns from 


ent, or the moſt ircegularet of their Cantimitiees, bue always came to chem | 
when 


jr, if this be xrus, a5 undoubredly it is5/ chew Lam ſare,you Genele- 
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when they ſent for tne, alrbough their Warrant of Summons ws never [6illegall in the 
forme of itz and I have of late in a manner de die im them, waited at the Houfe dore,and 
was theve that day, the Vores you have read, paſt, till almoſt ewelvea clock ; endI am 
ſwe there are ſome here preſent whoſe Conſcience 1 beleeve tells them, they owe much concege-- 
ned i: 1his Bock, row brfore 30u) char ſaw me at the dore, and ſtared withfu ly upon me as 
they went into the Houſe 3 and I cannot but wonder there could be go Civil Officer 
found to ſummon me to appear 3 but thar now, when there is no vitible hoſtile enemy in 
the Nation, and all the Courts of Juſtice open, that yon (that have no power at all 
over me) muſt ſend for me by a hundred or two hundred Armed Horſt and Foot, as though I were 
fone monſtrous man, that with the breath of my mouth were ab/e to defiroy all rhe Civil Officers that 
ſhould tome to apprehend me ; Surely I had not endeavoured to fortifie my houle, agaiaft 
you, ncither had I betaken my ſclf ro a Caſtle, or a defenced Garriſon in hoſtility againſt 
you, that you need to ſend a laadredor two hundred armed men to force me out of my 
houſc, from my wife and children, by four or fivea clock in the motning, ro the di- 
ſtracting and afrighting of my wife and children : Surely I cannot but lrok wpon this irre- 
gular, iuft, andilleget hoflile ation of yours, as one of the fruirs and iſſues of your new created 
Thranny,. to amuſe and debaſt my ſpirit, and the ſpirits of the P eople of 1his Free Nation, tv fit 
me and them for bondage and ſlavery : T his being the very praiſe of the Earl of Strafford be- 
fore you, as M. Pym in his declaration againſt him, doth notably obſerve. And Sir, 
ive me leave further to tell you, that for divers hundreds of wen that have often bcen in 
the ficld with their ſwords in their hands, to encounter with hoſtile enemies, and in their 
engagements have acquitted themſclyes like men of valour,and come out of the field con- 
querours ; for theſe yery men to put themſelves in Martial Array age'rſt four Miſe or But- 
ter flyer, taking them captives, and as captives lead them through the ſtreets, me thinks is no 
ſmall diminution to their former Martial Atchievements and Trophies: And therefore to 
conclude this, / do here before you all, proteſt apamſt your power and JurkdiFion over me in the 
caſe in controverſie; And alſo doe proteſt againſt your Warrant you 2jued out to appre+ 
hend me; And again(t alt your martial and hoſtile aft; committed towards me, as illegal, un- 
juſt, and tyranrical, and no way in Law 10 be juſtified : Further telling you that I (aw moſt 
of the Lord of Strafferd's arraignment, and (if my memory fail me not) as little things 
35 you havealready doneto me, were by your (elves laid to bis charge,as a&s of Trcaſon; 
For which I ſaw him loſe his head upon Tower-hill as a Traytor : And I doubt nor for 
all this that is done unto me, but I ſhall live to ſee the Laws and Liberties of England 
firmly ſerled, in deſpite of any Iran great oppeſers thereof,and to their ſhame and con- 
have done with what I have now to ſay. 

Upon which M. 8rd replied, Liew. Col, Lilburn, you need not to have been fo ear- 
neſt, and have ſpent ſo much time in making an Apologerical defence ; for this Councel doth not go 
about to try you, or Challenge any jurictl1ion to try you, nert her dee we ſo much as ack you « gueſti 
en in arder 10 your tral, and therefore you nay corre your miſtake in thit particular. 

Vnto which I faid, Sir, by your favour, if you challenge no FuriſdiRion over me, nu 
not ſo much as in order to a tryal, whar 6 I here before you ? or what (4 you in ſpeaking to me ? 
Bur Sir, ſeeing I am now here, give mc leave toſay one word more, and that is this; I 
am not onely > ond we (the Courts of Jultice being all open) fetchr and forc*: 
out of my houſe by multitudes of armed men, in an hoſtile manner, and carricd as 3 
eaprtive ap and down the ſtreets, contr-ry to all Law and Juſtice, but Tam by force of 
Armes ſtill kept in their coſtody, and it may be, may be intended to þe ſcat to them a- 
g4in, who are no Guardians of the Law of Enzlanl{, no nor fo much as the meaneſt Ad- 
niniſtrators or executors of it, bur ought repbe ſubje&to it themſelves, and ro the Ad- 
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miniſtrators of it, (as is clcer by che Perion of Right; &c.) yea the Genoryl himſclf. 
And culy, Sir, I had rather die, then baſcly betray my Liberties into their martial] fin- 
vers (who after their fighting for our Freedoms, wou!d now deſtroy them, attd tread 
them under their feet) thar have nothing at all ro do with me, nor any pretended or re- 
all civill offender in England. I know not what you intend to do with me, neither do I 
much care 3 having learned long fince todie, and rather for my Liberties, then in m 
bed, Irs true, Iam at preſent in no capacity efteRually ro diſpute your power, dewale 
I am under guards of armed Musketiers 3. but I intreat you, if yuu will continue me a 
pie. poennr; you will fre me ſrom the military Sword, and ſend me to ſome Civil Gaol 3 and 

will at preſent in peace «nd quietneſſe obey your command, and go. Andſo I con- 
cluded, and was commanded to withdiaw, which I did ; and then Mr. Wrilkam Walwin 
was calledin : and while he was within, I gave unto my Comrades Mr. Prince, and Mr, 
Overton, and the reſt of the people, a ſummary account of what had paſt berween me and 
chem : And within alittle time after Mr. Walwincame out again, and Mr. Overton was 
called in next : Andat Mr. Walwin's coming out he acquainted us what they ſaid to him, 
which was ina manner the ſame they. ſaid rome; and all that he (aid to them was bur 
this, That be did not know why he was ſaſpeRted. To which Mr. Bradſhaw replyed, Is 
that all you have 1 ſay ? And Mr. WWalwm anſwered, Yes. So he was commanded to 
withdraw. 

And after M. Overton was come out, 'M. Prince was. called in, and after he had with- 
drawn, they ſpent ſome time of dcbatc among themſelves, and then I was called in a- 
gain 3 $0 I marched in Sutable to my firſt poſtare,and went cloſe ro M. Bradſhaw, who ſaid unto 
me to this effe& : Lieut, Colsnel Lilburn, this Councel bath c:nfidered what you have ſa1d, 
and what 1hey bave been inſormed of concernine you, and alſo of that duty that lies upo+ them by the 
command of the Houſe, which enjoyn?s them to improve their utme?t ability 10 find out the Author 
of this Book; and therefore to effeft that end, they judge themſelves bound to demand of you this 
gu2Rion : Whether you made not this Book, or were privie to the making of it or no ? 

Andafter ſome pauſe, and wondring at the ſtrangeneſs of rhe queſtion, I anſwered 
and ſaid, M. Bra ſhaw, I cannot bur ſtand amazcd that you ſhould ask me ſuch a queſti- 
on as this, at this time of the day, conſidering what you ſaid unto meat my firlt being 
before you z and confidering it is now ab2nt eight yeers ago lince this very Parliament 

annihilated the Court of Star-chamber , Courcel 

* See the As that aboliſhed them, board, and High Commiſſion, and. that for ſuch pro- 

* made in the 16 C.R. printed in my Book ceedings as theſe *. Andruly, Sir, 1 have been 
called The peoples Prerogative,p.22. aconteſtor and ſufferer for the Liberties of Enge 
2);. 24+ 25. land theſe —_—— together, and ſhould now 

look upon my felf as the baſeſt fellow in the 

world, if now in one moment I ſhould andoall that I have been doing all this while ; 
which I muſt of neceſſity do, if I ſhould anſwer you to queſtions againſt my ſelf: For in 
the firſt place, by anſwering this queſtion againſt my ſelf, I ſhould berray the Liberties of 
England, 1n acknowledging you to have legall Juriſdiftion over me, to try and adjudye 
me 3 which I have alceady proved to yuur faces yon have nut in the Jeaſt : And if you 
have forgot what you ſaid to me thereupon, yer I have not forgot what Ifaid to you. 
And Secondly, Sir, If I ſhould anſwer to queſtions againſt my ſelf, and ſo berray my 
ſelf, I ſhould dothat which not onely Law, but Nature abborrs : And therefore I can- 
; not but * wonder that you 

* And well might I; for M.John Cook and M.Brad(haw him- your ſelves are not aſhamed 
ſelf were my Counſel at the Lords Bar, againſt the 4 tar-chamber, to demand fo iilegall _ 

unworthy 


(11) 

unworthy a thing of me the 13 of Feb. 1645, where M. Bradſhaw did moſt excelenthy oppe n 
as this is, and therefore in the $tar-chamber injuſtice towards me 3 anda at the Veading of t heir 
ſhort, were it that I ow- firſt Sexrence, be obſerved 10 the Lords, that that S Entence was felo 
ned your power (which I dee, guilry of his own death ; tbe grownd wheredf C ſaid he 3 being 
do not in the: leaſt ) I becauſe M; Lilburn refuſed ro rake an oarh to anſwer 14all ſuch que-= 
would be hanged,' before ftious 4s ſhould be demanded of him , it being contrary tc the 
L would do ſo baſe and Laws of God, Nature, and the Kingdom, for any man to be 
un-Engliſhman - like an his own Acculer : hoſe words you may more at large read inthe 
Aion, to betray my Li- printed Relation thereof, drawn up by M. John Cook, and my ſelf, 
berty z which I muſt of p. 3. But he that condemned 3 the S'rar- chamber, now — 
neceſlity do, in anſwering 1t in the Councel of State : but the more baſe and unworthy man he 

ueltions to accuſe wy for ſo doing. 
Caf + But Sir, this I wil 
ſay to you, My late A&ions have not been done in a hole, or a corner, but on the houſe 
top, in the face of the Sun, before hundreds and forge thouſands of people 3 and there- 
fore why ask you me any queſtions ? Go to thoſe that have heard me, and ſeen me, and 
it is poflible you may finde ſome hundreds of witneſles to tell you what I have faid and 
done ; for T hate holes and corners : My late ARions nced no coyecrs nor hidings, the 
baye been mere honeſt then ſo, and I am not ſorry for what I have done; for I did look 
well aboat me before I did what I did, and 1 am ready to lay down my liſe to juſtifie 
what I have done : And ſo much in anſwer to your queſtion. . 

Bur now Sir, with your fayour, one word more, to minde you again of what I (aid 
before, in reference to my Marrtiall impriſonment : andtruly Sir, 1 muſt tell you, Cir- 
cumſtantials of my Liberty, at this time, I ſhall not much diſpute. bur for the Eſſenti- 
als ot them I ſhall die. 1am nowin the Souldiers cuſtodie, where to continue in filence 
aud patience, is abſolutely to betray my Liberty : for they have nothing to do with me, 
nor the meancR free man of England in this caſe : And beſides, Sir, they have no rules 
to walk by, but their wils and their ſwords, whichare two dangerous things ; it may be, 
I may be of aa haſty cholerick __ and not able nor willing te bear their affronts ; 
and peradvencure they may be as willing to put them upon me, as I am unwilling to bear 
them : and for youin this caſe ro pur fire and rinder together to burn up one another, 
will not be much commendable, nor tend much to the accompliſhment of your ends : 
But if, for all this, you (ball ſend me back to the Military Sword again, cither to White= 
hall, or any other ſuch like g's place in England, I do ſdlemnly proteſt befire the Eter= 
pak God of heaven and earth, 1 will firc it, and burn it down to the ground, if poſſibly I can, 
although 1 be burne to aſhes with the flames thereof ; for Sir, Fay again, the Souldiers 
have nothing to do to be my Gaolegs 3 and beſides, it is a mexime among 'the ſouldiers, 
T hat they muſt obey (without diſpure) all the Commands of their Officers, be they right or wrong 5 
and it is alſo a max1m#e amongſt the Officers, That if they do noe do it, they muſt bang fort : 
therefore if the Officers command them to cut my throat, they muſt either do itz-or han 
for it. And truly Sir, (looking withly npon Cromwel, thar (are juſt againſt me) I muſt be 
plain with you, I have nor found ſo much Honour, Honeſty, Juſtice or Conſcience in any 
ofthe principall Officers of the Ar- 
mie, as to truſt * my life under their * 4d ruly, I am morethen afraid honeſt Capt. Bray 
proreQion, or tothink it can be ſate bath roo much experience of thu 2: Wind(or Caft'e,who 
under their immediate fingers ; and thovgh he be but barely comminted thitther into ſafe £u- 
therefore not knowing , nor much fody, yet (a I from very ce0d hands am informed) the 
caring what you will do with nae, 1 Tyrannicall Governour Whichcock, Cromwels crea. 
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ture, doth keep himcloſe prifonty, abryiag haw the Ly exactly intreat you jf you will again 
St of the Caſtle arr, keeping not enely pen ward ink, from impriton me,fend meroaCivil Gaol 
bim, but olſo vis friends. and macefevies. 5 with which, that the Law knows, as New-gate, 
cruelty tot. be hath alveeds ales murderedand deflrey- the Fleet, or the Gate-houle, and 41. 
ed the honeftman : in whoſe: place were I, ond ſoille, though you ſend me to a Dungeun, 
gall and uajufly wed, « flue, (if poſſeby I could) thirber will I go in peace and quiet. 
ſhould be the pertion of ny chamber, «'thoagh 1 periſhed nclle, without any farther diſpuce of 
int. your Authority z for when 1 CUMme 
| there, I know thoſe Gaolers have 
their bounds 3nd limits (er chem by the Law, and 1 know how to carry:my felf towards 
them, and- what to expect from them 3 and if they do abuſe me, Iknow how in law to 
help my ſelf. And fo Sir, I have (aj4 what at preſent I have to lay. Whereupon M:. 
Bradjhaw commanded the Sergeant to put me our at another door, that ſo I ſhould no 
more go amonþſt rhe people ;- and immediately Mr, Waiwin was put our to me 3 and 
asking him what they ſaid ro him, 1 found ir rogþc the ſame in cect they ſaid ro me, 
dcmanding the ſame fore-going queſtion of him, that they did of me; to which queſtion, 
(after ſomie kinde of pauſe), he anſwered to this efieR, Ther be could net but very wwch wor. 
der to be arked ſuch a queſtions; boweues, that it was very mich agavſt bis judgement and conſci. 
ence to anſwer toqueſtions of that natrete, whic h conrerned himſelf ; that if be ſhould anſwer to it, 
he ſhould not onely betray his own Liberty, but the Liberties of all Engliſh new, which he could rot 
do with agood conſcience ; And he could not but exceedingly gritve of thi dealing hs h 1d found 
that dty 3; That being ene-who had alwsy: been {6 faithful to 1be Parhamens, and fo —_— 
26 maſt of the Gemilemcn there preſent, an{that ntveriveleſſe he ſhrnld be ſent far with a: party of 
Ks ſeand F av, tothe aff ighting of tris F amily and rune of big credit ; And that be could not be 
ſatisfied, but that it was utry hard meaſure to br uſed this won ſuſpicion ently : And that if = 
dad bold him under reſirein: from follawing his buſenrſſe and occaſuons, 1t might be his undying, w i 
he concerved they ought rv te conſeds7 of. 

Then M, Bratbwv f1id, He was roanſwer the queſtion, 2nd that they dill nor ask ic 
25in way of Tryal,ſo as to proceed im Judgment thereupon,bur to report it to the Hrande, 
To which M. #/«/win aid, Thatbe had anſwered it [0 as be could withs gandconſcien:e, and 
could make no other Anſwer, and ſo withdrew. f | 

And after he came out to me, Mr. Over!on was next called in ag2in, and then Mr. 
Prince ; fo after we were all come out, and all four in a room claſe by:them, all alone, 
I laid my car to their door,and beard Lieutenant General Cromst! (1 am fare of it) very 
loud, thu nping his af mpon the Councel Table, till it rang agaia, and. heard bim ſpca k 
in theſe very words, or to this cite ; I teyou, $17, you have ne-caher way tn: chal | with theſy 
men, but to break them in pieces ©: and thumping wpan tbe Connrel Lebleagain, be ſaid, Sir, 
Let me tell you that which is true, if you do not break them, they mill breek you 3 yeq. an! bring all 
the guilt of the blond and rreaſure ſbed and ſpent inzbis Kingdom, «pon yaw bead; and fheulders ; 
and fruftraie and make void aff thar work that with jo many yeers induflty, toil and pain; y04 have 


done, and fo render you 10 all rationall men in the world, os the moſt conemprible generation of | 


ſely, lew-ſpirited nn inthe earth, 19.be broken end.roured by ſutb a _— ares re £cne! 4- 

* Reader,05ſerve 1 proy that this 4© headed Tyram call:d the Coun- 501 97 Men as they ave : And 
cel of —_ amdos oath of Secrefie; ſo that if the Cromwelli- therefore, Sir, I tellyou @- 
tith Faion plot there the rnine and deflrufion of the N ation, or aff 8am, on are nereſſirated ty 
the honeft men in it, the reſt that do not conſent with them, muſt not oo, Bur being 
rveal it. But rhe more unworthy men ave they amongſt them 1hat pro- F wie diſturbed by the 
feff to be lovers of their Country to take firrh a wicked oath of ferreſt;, uppoktian of oac 0 _ 


- 
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M:ſTengers coming into the room, 1 couldihpt To well hear the Anſwer tokim, Which 
I think was Colonel Ludiow's voice, who prefſed to bail us ; for 1' could very well ber 
hin. ſay, //bat would you have more then feenrity for them ? Upon which diſcourſe. of 
Cromwel's, the bloud ran up and dawn my veins, and | heanily withed*my (clf in again 
amongſt them, (being ſcarce able 10 contain my ſelf ) that ſol might have gone five or fix 
ſtories higher then I did before, ' yea, as bigh as I intended whea-I came ro their door, 
and to have particularly paid Cromwel and Haſlerig to the purpoſe, for their late venome, 
not anely againft me in the Houſe, bur my whole Family 3 Haſterig ſaying (25 1 am in- 
formed) ia the open Houſe, There ww never a en®f the Lilburns Family fir or worthy to be 
a Conftab'ein England; though I am confident there is not the worſt of vs alive-thar have 
ſcrved the Parliament, but he is an hundred times more juſt, honeſt and unfpotred rhen 
be bimſelf, as in due time I ſhall make it appear, by Gods affiitance (I hope) ro bis 
ſhame. Bar the fair carriage of the Gentlemen of the ſuppoſed Councel ro me at the 
61K, rook off the height of the edge of my Spirit, and intended reſolution 3 which (ir 
may be) rhey ſhall bave the next rime co this tec: ] « you” ſe'ver have already woted rhe 
People, under God, the Fountain and Originall of all juſt Puwer 3 and if ſo, then none can 
make them Laws, but thoſe that are choſen, impowred and berraſted by them for that 
end: Andifthat be true, as undoubtedly ir is, I defire ro know how the preſent Gensz 
tlemen at YV/eſtmunſter can make it appear'they are the Peoples Repreſentatives, being 
rather choſen by the Will of him, whoſc head as a Tyrant and T raytor they have by 
their Wils chopr ff, (1 mean the King) then bythe People : whoſe Will made the Bo- 
rough rowns to ghuſe Parliament men , and thereby robb'd about nineteen people of 
this Nation of tlieir midubirable and inhercnt righr, to give to a ſingle man in twenty fot 
number (in reference to the whole Nation) a Monopoly to chuſe Parliament men $ . 
diſ-franchiling thereby the other nincrcon : And if fo 1n any meaſure, then npon theit 
own declared Principles, they are no Repreſentacive' of the People, no nor was not 
at the firſt. Again, the King ſumumonedthem by his Writ (the ifac of his will and 
pleaſure 3 and by vertue of char they fit ro this bour, and ſoace rather his Parliament, 
then.the Peoples. Again, the King by his Will and pleaſure con.bines with 'them by 
an Ao make thera a perpetual Parbament (one of the worlt and tyrannicalleft a&i= 
ons that ever he did ia bis life) ro bt as Jong as they pleaſed 3 which b+ nor they hatna 
pow.7 to do in the leaſt ; the very conſticution of Parliaments in England being to be once 
every yr, 0” finer, if need require. 2 19re. Whether this AR of perpetuating this Parlia- 
ment by the Parliament mzn themſelves, beyond their Commiſſion, was wot an af in 
them of the higheſt Treaſon 10 phe w1'ld againftthe Perple and thiir Liberties. by ſetting up 
remſefves av Arb tary power over them for ever 3 which is the greateſt ſIryery can be 
exexciſcd upon the ſons of men: Yca, and thereby razin2 the foundation and con- 
ſiturion of Parlamear ir (elf :- And if fo, then this is null, if ar4bc fr$ ir had been 
any thing. | 

Again, if it ſhould be granted this Parliamentat the beginning had & bge! conſtitution 
from the people (2be original an | fountain of all jaft pawer) yet the Fation of a tray:erous par- 
ty of Officers ofthe Army, hath twice xcbelled again the Parljament, and roke thery to 
pieces and by force of Armesculled out whom they pleaſe,aud impriſoned divers ofthem 
and laid nothing to their charge, and have left onely in a manner a few men, (bclides 12 . 
of chemſclyes v7. the General, Crommel, Iretan, Harriſan, F leerword. Rich, lngolsby, Hajle- 
rig, Conflable, Fennick Walon, and A fien Treaſwer ; ) of their own FaRtion behind them - 
that will like Spanel-doggs ſerve their luſts and wills ; yea ſome of the chicfeſt of them, - 
viz. Ireton, Harriſon, (97'c, yea, M, Hella rd bianſelf, flikng the n.« mecke Har hament, a merke 
FP ower 
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powe? ar Winſor, yea it is yet their expretiigggat London 3 And if this betrue that they art 
a mocke power and a mocke Parliament then, 

Onere, Whether in Law or Juſtice, (eſpecially conſideriag they have fallen from all 
their many glorious promiſes, and bave nut done any one ation that trends ro the Unis 
yerſal good of the people, and abſolutely degenerate into pure tyrany, and thereby, haye 
; loſt the eflcace and ſoul of authority, and are beconie bur a dead and ſtincking Carkeſs) 

Can thoſe Gentlemen fitting at Weſ/mrnſter in the Huuſe, called tbe Houſe of Commons, 
be any other then a FaQtious company of men trayterouſly combined together with Crum. 
wel, Ireton, and Harriſon,to ſubduc the Lawes, Liberties,and Freedoms of &7g/ant ; (for 


no one of them proteſts againſt the mV and to ſer up an abſolurc and perfe&t Tyranny 


of the Sword, will and pleaſure, and 


ſolutely intend the deſtroying the Trade of the 


Nation, .and the abſolnte impoveriſhing the people thereof, ro-fit them to be their Vaſ. 


ſels and Slaves ? . Andiffo, then, 


Quere, Whether the Free- People ef England, as well Souldier « as orbers, ought not 10 contem 


all theſe mens commands, as invalid end illegal in themſelves, and as one man toriſe up againſt Þ 


* For Magiſtacy gorng beyond its bounds and limits,ond ſerting up their 
will and luſts are no more Magiſtrates but Beares and Wolves,and ſo may be 
reſiſted ; for theſe three things out of the Parliament and Armies Declara- 
tions I will prove to be good and ſound dottrine, conſonant 19 reaſon and 
ſcripure, viz. firſt that all Magiſteriall power in England what ever, are 
at moſt but Officers of ruſt and expreſly bound up with this limitation, to be 
exerciſed for the good and wel fair of the truſters; Secondly, that it is piſ- 
foble that all,or any,of the ſeveral Magiſterial truſtees may forfeit their or its 
wut ; Thirdly, that in caſe of forſering the Magiſterial truſt, the truſter s 
the people ore diſobliged from their obedience and ſubjefion, and may law- 
fully doe the beſt they can for their own preſervation, and their Magiſtrates 
puniſhment. : See the firſt part of the Parliaments Declarations, pag. 81. 
140. 201. 207. 264. 267. 270. 276. 304+ 492. 494-629. 69 0. 694. 
696, 699. 700. 901. 726. 728, See the Armies booke, Declaration 
pag- 26. 34. 33, 39+ 40, 41. fo. 61, 62 66.141. 143, 144. See alſd 
King James opinton betwixt a Real King and a Tyrant, in bis ſpeech to the 
Parliament 1509.See my Book called, The Qut-crys of oppretſed Com- 
mons pag. 16.17.18. andregall Tyranny ; pag. 32.33, 34, 35. Kc. $9 
66.6 1,6 2+but to bebead the King for Tyranny and Treaſon, who was fenced 
about with the Letter of multitude of Lawes, puts this out of all diſpute, 


** For the greateſt Traytors they are that ever were inabis Nation, as upon 
the boſſe of my bead 1 Tob. Lilburn will by law under takg to prove and make 
good before the next free and juſt Parliament 19 whom I hereby appea!. 


thim 4s ſo many pro- 
feſſed 


theeves, robbers * 
& ligh way men,v 
apprehend, ſecur: and 


bring them 10 Fuftice | 


in a new Repreſtnta- 
tive, choſen by ver- 
tue of a juft Agree« 
ment among ne pec- 
ple, there being no 0- 
they way in the 
world tos preſerve 
the Nation but that 
alone; the three fore- 
mentioned men, viz, 
Cromwel, lreton,and 
Harriſon, (the Ge- 
nerall being but 
their ſtalking Horf, 
anda Cipher) and 
there trayterous'fa- 
Qion,** having by 
their wills and 
Swords, got all 
the Swords of Eng. 


land under their commang ; and the diſpoſing of all the = places in England by (ca 


and land, andalſo che pretended law exccuting power, 


***For the people being in reaſon,juflice and truth,as well as by the Parlia- 
ments late votes,the true ſountain, and original of all juſt power, they ought 
net only in Reaſon, R ight,and Julice,chuſe their own laws maker s,but all and 
every of their law executors, and to obey none what ſoruer but of their own 


y making'among themſelyes 


( contrary t9 the 
Lawes and Liber- 
beries of *** Eng- 
land) all Judges, 


Juſtices 


rraytors, © 


Re 7 


ices of Peace, 
ns, Bailiffes, 
Comminee-men,{4c, 
to cxccute their 
wils and tyranny, 
walking oy no li- 
mits or bounds, 
but their own wils 
and pleaſures: And 
traycerouſlyaſſume 
unto themſelves a 
power to levic up- 
Kon the people what 
money they pleaſe; 
and diſpoſe of it as 
they pleaſe, yea, 
cyen to buy knives 


©. 


pM | | 

choice, andit bi 17 right by reaſon and juſtice 3 hut Six Ed,Cooke 
in bigggond pu nz. (Publiſhed ſor good Law by this preſent houſe of 
Co ) declares and proves Fol.114.175 558. 559. that by law-it was 
and is, the peoples right to cluſe ther Coroner, Juſtices, or conſervaters 
of the Peace 3 as alſo 1heir high Sheriff and Verderors of Foreſts and 
ſaith he there exp'eſly for the time of War, there were likewiſe Leaders of 
the Coumreys Souldiers of Ancicnt time, theſen by the F 1#- holders of the 
co:ty * but it's true, the chief fl of theſe things were expteſly taken from 
the people,and inveſted tn the King by the Stature of the 27,Hen.z chap. 

24. and therefore Kingly government being abol ſhed, the right is renuned 
into the people, the king or fountain of power, and caxnot be exerciſed as a 

new deviſe by the Parhament although they wrre never ſo legally and Fuſl,y 

choſen by them without a conſerence with the.nthercupon, fy a power deputrd 
10 them for that end as Sir Edward Cooke declares in the 4 part of bis 

Inflitures chap. High Court of Parliament, Fol, 14. 34. therefore l 
de hereby declare all the preſentParliaments Juſtices, 5 hevifs &c. 10be no 

Faſtices, Sherifs &c. either in law or reaſon, but meer tyyants , in» 

vads and uſurpers of their power and authority ; and may very well in 


to cut the peoples 
throats that payrhe 
money to them, 


tim: come to be hanged for executing their pretended effices. 


and to give no account for it till Dooms-day in the afternoone ; they having already in 


their wills and power to diſpoſe of Kines, 


ween', Princes, Dukes, and the reſt of the Chul- 


drens Revenues ; . Deans an4 Chapter lands, Biſhops lands, ſeque/tered Deliquents lands, ſequt- 
ft2d Papifts lands, Compoſitions of all forts, amounting 1» millions of mon'y ; beſides Exciſe, and 
Cuſt5ms ; yet this is not enough, although if rightly husbanded, it would conſtantly 
pay above'one hundred thouſand men. and furniſh an anſwerrable Navy thereunto : Brt 
the people muſt now after their trades are loſt, and their citates ſpent to procure theix 


liberties & freedoms, 
be ſefſed about 
100009, pound a 
month, that **** © 
they may be able like 
ſo many cheaters and 
aud State theeves, to 
give6.8.10, 12, 14, 
16000, pounds a- 
peice oycr again ro 
one another, as they 
have done already t» 
diyers of themſelves, 
to buy the Common - 
wealths lands one of 
another, ( contrary 


tothe _e of Tru- . 


ſees, who by law nor 


equity can neicher 
givca or ſell to one a= 
nather) or two or 


$4*+ But ſarth there own Oracle, Sir Ed.Cook in the 4 part of his in- 
flutes chap. High Court of Parliament. Fol. 14. 34 it # «l/othe 
Law and cuſto» e of Parliament, that! when ans ww device -is4noved on 
the Kings bebalf. in Parliament for bis aid or the like, the Commons may 
anſwer, thu they rend-ed the- Kings eflate, and are ready to aide the 
ſame, only 41 this n'w device they dare nst agree witheut conference with 
ther countries ; whereby it appeareth (ſaith he ) that ſuch conferences + 
4 w 1r:antable by the law and cuſlome of Parlian.ent, and this was dots 
in the Parl1ament of the g E1.3 nunb. 5 bat the pre'ent Parliament af= 
ſume unt» tbemſelves the regell office inthe height, and 1herefore ought 
not ts be their own carvers in reference t 1» the peoples purſes, but oughs 
16 demand an1 65:amtheir conſents ( ep:cially in time of peare ) before: 
they levie either g0000 pounds per month, or any ſuch like new device 
Wirat ever 3 and therefore I know neither law equity c# reaſon to compet 


the people to pay a penny of it ; wnleſſe they have a deſire to bring hom 


ſelves mto the ſame co1dition in reference to the preſet Parliament that 
the Egypt ans were to Pharoah, when Joſeph was ſe hard hearted ns 
to make the Egyp'ians to pay fo dear for b ead-torn, that it caft them alt 
their monty, and all their cattle, yea all their lands and. alſo themſelves 
for bis ſlaves. Gen. 47. 14. 15. 15. &c. for which tyranny God plagued 
bim and bis poſterity by making 1hem ſl ves 10 the, Exyprians afier wards / 
three,. 


«, "Wh. i SD "> 
- Sa 0 --* LS Bo 


; » * (16 | 
three yeers purchaſe the ere and eaaav1 " conſidered, 5 94 have already done,and 


to give 4 or $0001, per amum over again to [ CrumweBAWith ten or twenty thou- 
fand pounds worth of weod uportir)as they have donealready our of the'Earl of Worreſfers 
eſtxre,: Beſrdes about four or five ponnds a day he hath by bis places of Lieut.Generall, 
'and Colonel of Horfe'in the Army (> :(ides the extraordinary advancement of many of 
his kindred, Mat ſo they might Rick cloſc ro him in his tyranny although he were at the 
beginning of this Parliament but a poor man, yea, little better then a hee (to what he 
is now) as well as other of his neighbours, 
- Bat to retatn,thoſe Gentlemen that would have had us bailed loſt the day,by one vote as 
we underſtood,for all their wicked oath of ſecrecy,and then about 1 2. at night,they broke 
up, (a fir hour for ſuch works of wickedneſſe, Jobn 3.19. 20.21.) and we went into 
their pretended Secretary, and found our commi:ments made in thele words, our names 
_— » V4. . 2 
Theſe are to will and require you, to receive herewith into your cuſtody, the Perſon of Lieu. Col. 
Joha Lilburn, and him ſafely to keep in your Priſon of the Tower of London, wn'ill you receive 
further order, he being committed to upon ſuſpition of Tigh Treaſon, of which you are not 19 
ful, and for which this fhall be your ſufficient Warrant ; gies at the Councel of State at Derby- 
houſt 28..day of March, 1649. 


To the Lieu. of the Tower Signed inthe name, and by the 
of Loxdon, Order of the Councel of State, 
. appointed 'by authority* of 
Parliament. Fo, Bradſhaw. 
Prefident. 


Note that we were committed upon Wenſday their faſt day, being the beſt fruits that 
ever any of their faſts brought our amongſt them, viz. To ſmite with the fiſt of wickedneſſe. 
For the illegallity of this warrant, I ſhall not ſay much, becauſe ir is like all the reſt of 
the warrants of the preſent Houſe of Commons, and theiw unjuſt Committees 3 whoſe 
Warrants are ſo ſufficiently anatomized by my quondam Comrade M. Jobn Wildeman, 
(tbough much degenerated) his Books, called Truths Triumph, and the Laws ſubverſion, be- 
ing Sir John Meynard's Caſe truly ftated 3 and by my ſelf,in my late plea before the Judges 
gf the Kings Bench, now in print, and intituled The Laws Funeral, that it is needlefle to (ay 
I fr any more of that particular 3 and therefore to them I refer the Reader. 

; But to go on : When we had read our Warrants, we told Mr. Froft, we would nor diſ- 
pate the legality of them, becauſe we were under the force of Guards of armed Muske- 
tiers : So ſome time was ſpent to finde a man that would go with us to priſon z Captain 
Jenkins (as I remember his name) being Captain of the Guard, and my old and familiar 
acquaintance, was prevailed with by us, to take the charge upon him, who uſed us vey 
civilly, and gave us [_ that night (it being ſo late) to go hdme to our Wives, and too 
our words, with ſome other of our friends then preſent, to meet him in the _— at 
the Angel Tavern neer the Towerz which we did accordingly,and ſo marched with him 
into the Tower ; where coming to the Lieutenants Houſe, and after ſalutes each of 0- 
ther, with very much civility, the Lieutenant read bis Warrants: and Mr, Walwnmn, as 
our appointed mouth, acquainted him that we were Engliſhmenz whu had hazarded all 
we had for our Liberties and Fxeedoms for many yeers together , and were _ 

A--'« though 
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(rhough Priſoners) not to part. withan (7 of eur Freedoms, that with Rrugling for 
we could kcep 3 and thereſore we ſbon/d nenther pay F ees nor cham;er-rent, but what the Lew 
did exatiy require us 3, neither ſhould we tat or drink of our own caft ov” charges, [o long as we 
8onld faft: telling bim, it was our ungueſtionable right by Lavr, and thecuſtom of this 
place, to be provided for our of the publick Treaſure, although we had never ſo much 
mancy in our pockers of our own, which he granted 10 be mae ; and after ſome more de- 
bate, Icold bim, we were not ſv irrationall, as to expeR that he out of bis own money 
thould provide for us : but the principall end of our ditcourſe with him was, to put words 
in bis mouth from our ſelves (he being now our Guardian) to move the ar pron or 
Councel of Stare about us, which he bath acquainted us he Cid to the Councel of State 3 
who, he faith, granted, the King or former tinicy uſed to provide far the Priſoners : Bur 
I ſay, they will not be fo juſt as he was in that particular 3 although they have taken of 
bis head for tyranny, yet they muſt and will be greater Tyrants then he 3 yea, and they 
have reſolved upen the Queſfior, that ke ſh:1] be a T rayior that ſhall but tell them of their Tyramy, 
although it be never ſo wiſible ; Bur let me tell them, that faying of Mr. Joby Cocktheir So- 
ligitor genecal, ia bis Book, called che Kings calgſtaced, is moſt true, That in condemning 
the King for tyranny , they have already paſt Sentence againſt themſelves when they tyramnize; 
But I ſay, and will make it good upon my life before competent Judges, that they are 
greater Tyrants then tae King was, and the Ring-leaders of them better deſeryed his 

uniſhmene of lofle of theic heads, then he did 3 for he never made ſuch profeſſions of 
Liberte and Juſtice ro the People as they have done, but always maintained the people 
had no ſharc in Government 3 and that for his miſgoycrument he was accountable to 
none but God : and yer I will juRtific jt, their ations are as wicked as his : yea, 1 will 
maintain it, that the cruel tyrant Duke D' Aus ſo much mentioned in Edmnd Grimſtens 

encrall Hiſtory of the Nedther- Lands, lib. g. who with bis High Coutt of Juſtice, or 
Tounſell of State, put above eighteen thouſand ro death under precence of Jultice in leſs 
then five yeers, f0/.435. 462. was moreexculable then the Leaders of theſe men : Yea, 
bloudy Qu.Mary (in compariſon) was a Saint co theſe men,who never went about to burn 
or hang the Martyrs, bur fur tranfgrefling a Law'in being 3 yea, and lerthem enjoy open 
tryals according to Law : Þur theſe 'men would hang us tor Traitors, alrbough we have 
tranſgreſſed none of thcir Laws 3 yea, and inthe night, contrary to Law, in a cloſe * 
room cxamine us againſt our ſelves, without producing face to face either proſecutor, 
accuſer or witnefle, yea, or ſo much as laying anyctime unto our charge, oar chiefcit 
Adverſarics being our Judges. Wherefore, Hear 0 heavens, ard giveearr © earth. 

So now | have brought the Reader ro my old contented lodging in the Tower 3 
where, within two or three days of our arrivall there, came one M. Ricvar.fen a Preacher 
amongſt thoſe unnatural, un-Engliih-lixe men, that would now kelp ro deftroy the a= 
nocent, and the firit promoters in Exglen (as Cremwels beagles to do bis pleaſure) 
ofthe firit Petition for a perſonal Treaty, almoſt two yecrs ago, and commonly flile them= 
ſitues the Preachers to the ſeven Churches of Anabaptifts ; which R ichar ſan, preten ing a 
orcat deal of afteRion to the Common-wealth, to Cromwe), and to us 3 and oy, 6s 
ard for union and peace (aud yer by his petition fince this, endeavours to hang us) txl- 
ling us, mga crycd mightily que upon us abroad for grand diſtwbers, that ſought Crom- 
w:{ bloud for a!l his good Service to the Nation , and that would center nowhere, 
but meerly laboured to pull doxen thoſe in power, to ſit up our ſolver : And after alittle diſcourſe 
with him, being all four preſent, and retorting all- be ſzid bac upen thoſe he ſeemcd to 
plead for, þcfore ſeveral] witneſſes, we appealed to his own conſcience tg this effe, 

| C wherker 
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whezker thoſe conld intend any hnrt or tyranny ts the peophe, that defirs, and carneft! 
endrayoures for many years roger thar 2f1 Magifiraces hands nelght be hound and Md 
mired by a pſt law and rule," with apenglry angexed unes is, rhac in cal they one-ftr 
heir rule, rhey might forfcir life and eftarg therefare, and ehar all _ mighrb 
choſen by the free peagle of this Nation by common eonfont, according to their undu- 
birable right, and often removed, thar ſo they might not de [ike — waters, ſubje& 
to corruption 3 and that the people might hare a plain eake, ſhoer, and known Rule a. 
mongſt theinſclves io walk by,adminiſtced in their own Countries; but ſuch men were all . 
we; and thereforc juſtly could not be tiled difturbers of any, bur onely ſuch ay ſoughr 
fo rule over the people by their abſolure Wills and pleaſures, and would have no bounds 
or limits bur theic luſts, and fo fought zp ſer up a perkeR tyranny, which we abſolutely 
did, and till do charge upon the grear men in the Army, viz. Cromwel, Ireton, Haſttrig, 
Harriſon &c. 2nd are . he » before indifferent Judges to make it good. And as for ſeck- 
mg our ſelves, we.,neeq no other witueſles bur ſome of our was adverſaries in the 
Houſe, whoſe great proffered places, and courtſhip by themſc vesand their Agents ſome 
of us have trom time to time flightcdy, {@rned, and comemned, Hl they would conclude 19 
come to a declared andreſdfved center, by a juſt Agreement of the People; there being no_ other 
way noy in the world 10 make this Nation free, happy or ſafe, but that atonc. And as for Crom. 
wet blood, although he ha1 dealt baſely enough with ſome of us in times by-paſt, by thirft.. 
ing after ours, without cauſe ; of whom (it revenge had been our defire) we could 
have had ir the laſt yeer to the purpoſe, eſpecially when his Darling, Maj, Hun- 
tington, (Maj. app hepaye ) impeached him of Treafon to beth Houfes : yer ſq deer 
was the good of gar Native Country to us, to whom we judged him then a ſerviceable 
Toftrument to balance the Scots, that we laid all revenge afide, hoping his often diffembled 
Repentance was real mdeed ; and Mr. Holland himſelf (now his favorite if his 1000, or 
1500.1. per annum of the Kings Lands, -rhat now he injoys, did not make him- forget 
bimfelf, can ſufficiently reſtific and witneſs our unwearied and hazardous Afiviry Pe 
Cremwel: particular preſervation the laſt yeer, when his great friends in the Houſe durft 
not publickly ſpeak for him. 

_ And whereasit is faid we wift Ceneer nowhere, we have tos juſt cauſe to.charge that up= 
on them;thewhole ſtream of all our A&ions (as we told Richardſon)being a continued De- 
claration of our earneſt defircs to come to a determinate and fixed center : one of us ma- 
king ſufficient prop-fitions to that purpoſe to the Councel of State at our haſt being there, 
and all avr many and late proffers as 10 that erticnlar, they have hitherto reje&ed, as 
no ways confiftent with their ryrannical and felviſh ends and defignes :2ndgiven us no 0+ 
ther anfwer in cffe&, but the ſending our bodies priſoners to the Tewer : and therefore- 
we judged it infinitely below us (as we told him) and that _ cauſe,the Peoples Li- 
berties and Freedoms, that we are now in bonds for) and for which we ſuffer, to ſend any 


meſſage but a defiance by him or any other to them. Yet to let him know (as one we 
judges honeſt, and our friend) we were men of reaſon, moderation, and juftice, and 
ought nothing particularly for our ſelves more then our common ſhare in the commog 
freedom, tranquillity, andpeace of the land cf our Nativity : We would Jet him know, 
we had a two fold Center, and if he pleaſed of and from-bimfelf ro let our Adverfaries, 
know, we were willing our adverſaries ſhould have their choiſe to which of the two they 

would hold us to. 
And therefore faid we in the firlt place, The Officers of 1be Army have abeady compiled, 
and publiſhed 10 the view of the Nation, an Agreement of vhe people, which they baye preſented - 

10 


he preſent Parliam againſtwhich 0, 9 ſome exreprions, which exceprions 

£0 the pr arliament 3 which we m 

are inedi our Addreſſes: Now lct them bur mend their Agreement according te 
exceptions, and ſo far as all our interelt extends in the whole Naticn, we will acquicſce 
and reſt there, and be at peace with them, and live and dye with thern inthe wance of 
thoſkends ; and be content for Cromwel and Ireons ſecurity, &c. for the blovdot war thed 
in time of peace at Ware,or any thing elſe;fnd to free our ſelves that we thirſt after notice of 
theic blood, bar onely aur jutt Liberties (without which we can never fic down in peace} 
Thar there thall be a clauſe; to bury all things in oblivion, as to life and liberty, ' excepting one+ 
h effate ; that ſothe Common-wealth may have an account of their monics in Treaſurers 
hands, &c. 

Or fecondly,if they judge our exception? againſt their Agreement (or any one ofthem_) 
irrationa!,Jerthem chuſe any 4 men in England, & let Crumwel fy ireton be 2 of them, & cake 
the other 2 where they pleaſe,in the whole Nation, & we 4 now in priſon,wilargue the caſe 
in're#ſon with them, and if we can agree,therc is an end,as to us,& all our interc;bur in 
caſc we cannot, let them (faid we ull)chuſe any 2 membes of theHouſe of Commons, & we 
will chuſe z.more,viz, Col. Alex. Rigby, & Col. Henry Martin, & to be final umpires berwixt 
us: & what they,or the majer part of them determine,as to us(in relation to an Ag-eement) 
and all our intereſt in the whole land, we will acquieſce in, be content with,aad ftand to 
without wavering : and this we conceire to be as rational, juſt, and fair, as can be offe- 
red by any men upon carth : and I for my part, ſay and proteſt before the Almighty, I 
will yer ſtand to this, and if this will coaten: them, I have done ; if not, fall bick, fall 
edge, let them do their worſt Ifor my part bid dehance to them, afſaredly kyewing, 
they can do no more to me, then the Devil did to Job; for reſolved by Gods affiltanceI am, to 
ſpend my heart bloud againſt rhem,if they will nor candeſend to a juſt Agreement that may 
be good for the whole Nationzchar ſo we may have a {$vedy new and as aquall a Repreſen« 

«ative as. may be, choſen by thoſe that have not' fought axainit their freedoms, although 
1 am as defirous the Cavaliers ſhould no the benchr of the Law, for the proceRion of 
their perſons and eſtates, as well as my f I know they have an Army at command, but if 
every hair on the heedof that Officer or Soldier they Dave at their commend were a legion of men, 
1 would fear them 10 more then ſo many firaws ; for the Lord Jehoved is my rock and defence, 

r the aſſured ſhelter of whoſe wings, Iam fafe and fecure, an1 therefore will fine and 
be mevry z anddo hereby ſound an ercrnal trumpe of defiance to all the men and devils 
in the carth and hell, but onely thoſe men who have the image of God in them, and dc 
monſtrateit 2zmong men, by their ſuſf, honeff, merciful an1 rigbreous aFions, And as for 
all thoſe vild aſpertions their ſaint-like Agents have fixed upon me of late, I know before 
Godnont is righteous no not one, but only he that s elorhed with the g/orious righteouſ-ſſe of Fe/us 
Chriff, which I aflurcdly know my. ſoul bath been, and now is clothed with, in the 
ſtrength of which I have walked for above 12 years together, and thro the ſtrength 
of which, I have been able at any time inall that time, to lay down -_ in a quarter 
of an hours warning. But as ts man I bid defiance to all my Adverfaries upon earth, to 
ſearch my wayes goings with a candle, and to lay any one baſe Aion to my charge 
in any kind whatſoever, fance the firſt daythat I vifibly made profeflion of the fear of 
God, which is now about twelve ycers; yea, I bid defiance to him or them, to proclaint 
it upon the houſe top, provided he will ſer his hand to it, and proclaim a pnblike place, 
where before indifferentmen, in the face of the Sun, his accuſation may be ſcand ; yea, 

I heredeclare, thatifany man or woman in England, cither in reference to my publike 

aQions, to the States money, or in reference to my private dealings in the world ſhall 
cone inand prove againſt me, that eycr I defrauded him, or her of twelve pence, and 
Z for 


for every twelre pence that ThavEſo Ka m3ke him or her twenty fillings worth 
of amends, (6 ar as all the care T bave inthe wotld wilt extend. 


Courteous Reader, and deer Counttyman, 


excuſel befecch thee my boxſting and gloryin : 
for Fam neceſſicatcdtoit, my adverfarics bale . 
and lying calumniations puting me upon it,and _ Ioun Litnunn, that never yer 


Paul and Samuel did ir beforeme: and ſoTam changed his principles from better to 
thine, if thau art for the juſt Freedoms and li» worſe, nor could never be threatned out of 
berries of the land of thy Nativity, « them, nor courted from them, that never 


WEE feared the rich nor mighty, nor never de- 

Frome my rejoycing captivity i bearing fpiſedthe poor wor needy,but alwayes hath 
witnefle againſt Tyranny in whom(oever I find and hopes by Gods goodneſs 16 continue 
) in the Tower of Logadon April 3. 1649 ſemper idem. 


Poſtſcript. 


Urteous Reader, I bave much Wondred with my ſelf, what ſhould make 

moſt of the Preachers in the Anabaptiſts Congregations ſo mad at ua four, 
a this day to deliver ſo baſe a Petition, in the intention of it againſt us all four 
( who have been as haz, ar dons I their particular liberties, as any be 
18 England); and never put a provecatien upon them that 1 knoW of, eſpecialty, 
confidering the moſt, 5f not all their Congregations, (4 from divers of their 
own member F am informed) tproteſted againſt their intentions openly in their 
Congregations, wpon- the Lords diy laſt, and 1 am furker certainly informed 
that the aforeſaid Petition the Preachers delivered, is not that Which was read by 
themſelves amongſt the prople ; but another of their own ſraming ſinee, which 
T cannot hear Was ever read in any one of rhtir Congregations : ſo that for the 
Preachers viz. M1. Kiffin, 24. Spilsbury, A. | &, weve AM. Draps, M. 
Richardſon, 47. Conſtant, M. Wayd the Schoolemaſter, &c. ro dehjver 
it £0 the Parliame+t.in the name of their Congreg ations ; they have delivered a 
ly: anda falſhood, and are a pack of fauning daubing knaves for ſo doing, but 
as- I under ſtand from one of M. Kiffins menbers Kilo bimſelf dig.ingeruonſ* 
ly confeſſe npon the Lordi day laſt,u in his open Congregation, that. he Was put 
upon —_— of what be did by ſome Parliament men, who be perceived Were 
willing and d:firous to be rid of ua four, ſo they right come off band/omely With- 
owt r00 much loſe of credit to themſelves : and th:refore gntended to ds ariſe 
from their Petition to free us,” axd for that endit was, that 51 their Petition 
read inthe Congregations, after they bad ſufficiently beſpattered ws, yet in the 
cansluſion they beg mercy for ms ; breanſe we had bren formerly aftive ſor the 


publiks 


| » (2) | > 

Pablick 'Sttondly,' T have” bet barely told, Some of the Congregational 
Preachers are very mail at a late publiſhrd and licenſed Book, ſold-in Popes. 
head Alley, and the blue' Anchor in Cornbill, intituled, The rows hh the pre- 
ſent Churches 3 ſuppoſng it ro be the Pen of ſome of our Frienas, and there. 
fore ont of revenge might petition againſt ms .: ] confeſſe, '] ave within a few 
bourt fern and read the Book, a'id not before ; and ninſt ingenaonſly confeſſe, it 
i one of the ſyrewdeſt Books that ever [ read in my life, ana do beleeve it may 
be poſſible they may be netled to the purpoſe at it ; but 1 iſh every honeſt un- 
byafſed men in England Would ſeriouſly read it over. 


April 4. 1649. Joux'L1tnBurn, 


2922269829 2191LLLLL 


Shall deſire to acquaint the Reader, that when the Title page of the fore-going Book 
was firſt ſer, there was an abſolute determination to have re-printed all our Examina- 
tions together 3 bur for ſome weighty reaſons the intentions are altered z and becauſe 
T underſtand that the fury, rage and bloud-thirſtinefſe of Cromwell, Ireton, Heſlerig, and 
| Harriſmis molt at me, right or wrong to deſtroy me and have wy bloud, Iam derermi- 
BZ ned, by Gods aſſiſtance, to fill their hands as full +with my own pen, as all the-braing I 
z have can fill them 3 and ro make'them pay a valuable price, if poſii>ly-I:can, for every 
WW hair of my head, And in orderto my fucure ircentions, 1 ſhall here annex my Out» 
| cryes - _ the Biſhops, when they had like to. have murdered me in the Fleet, being 
printed at Amfterd:im 1639, intituled 


A CRY FOR JUSTICE: 


O KR; 
Az Epiſile written by John Lilburo, Toal | the grave and worchy Ci:izens of the. 
famous City of Loxdon, bur eſpecially ro the Right honorable 
| Maurice Abbot, Lord Miior thereot, . 


Te meſt yp. Jt and ſaxmenteb,e complaint of that inhurnane, barbarous, ſavage and unparaleIF d 
erxelty end tyranny, that $5 cauſeleſly, unjuſtly, and wrongfully exerciſed upon me J ha Lilbura 
« fairbſull $ubjet to my Prince, Country, and a Prentiſe of this Honorable Ciry , though now a.. 
moſt deplorable cloſe priſoner in the common Gaol of the Fleet. 1639. wk 


Oſt Honorable and Noble Lord, The chief cauſe. wherefore God the wiſe 

) Governour of Heaven and Earth, did appoint Magiſtrates, was for the good 

of the ſons of men, and that they ſhould do Juſtice berwixr a man and his 

; "*  neighbouy, and that they ſhould bear the grievances of the opprefſed, and de» 
liver them from cruelty of their opprefllors. 

Thax. 
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- , {Thae and-injutice thac 1 gave fiffcred,would be now too lang toxe- 
| oO; ec ag ſa __'— ng mage nga rF it ed GR 
qrld, ro the-pergetuall in 


view Of | y of wy tormentars, the chict of which are the 
"rraitero6us,blaody, murcthering Prelates. 


\ "The tory of my former wilery and wrongs you may, if you plcaſe,rcad ar large in three 
ferro} Daoks of ming, now in pring, and e olidhed 10 the view ot England, ragnns 
\Ice [Ni pry of Lon axe called My unjuſt Cenſure in the. Star-chamber, My Sper 
"oft Fidey, and 'y mournſall Lamewations.. 1 bave noc ſen them fince they were put in 
pting, becauſe the Pelare of Canterbury Oy detains well nigh tws thouſand of 
"them from me : but there are ſtill many thovlands of chem behinde ;/ and © doubt not 
bur ſome, who pitics my aMi-ed eftare, will convey ſorne of them voto your Lordſhi 
hands T you laſt of which I have gogeet that I am more cruelly dealt wich, then bloudy 
' Bonner dealt wi ajncs, Martyrs in Queen Mary: dayes,.and ,that I ara de- 
nycd that weh.4 PEPE vs was never 60 wr any Trayeat Mhate ever T rcad of, 
_ in ic I accuſe —_ Bank Ke of —_—_— = High T a—__ the which I 
id a yecr ors Sir. 5 Knight, will {t;11 vearure my life upon the 
Oborarh, if I pda Legal| Ao. -2. Dncgumadefiny confeice bas 
Ge, Pumas Lawt and uct f s Lind; a4 he 3g and 37 of Hen. 8, and the fuft 
Edw.6. and the firſt and 27 of Elizabeth, doth enaRt to this effeft, That whoſorver 
goes about to ſet up or challenge axy forrain or domeſtich Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdifion, but what doth 
nk «pd come from the Imperiell Crown, is (iplo fatto) a Train, and wght ts bt 
anahens the of C lergre, a5 more ax large in them you may read. Now the Biſhop of 
- Canterbury and che xeft of his mercilefle brethren, abour four yeers agone, in the ure 
ofthat Noble DoRor Bafaick, (now of late eas there in their open 
Courrat Lambeth, renounced the King and bis nem; "7 on » They were nat bebald- 


ing #6 bin for their Epiſcopal Furifcidtion ; for they wen ra gr fas Chriſt, and con- 
ſtorated by the boly G hoſt, weld. bod their thrones, and were before Chriſiien Kings, and they 
held the Crowns of Kings upon their beads 3 and their Maxime was, No Bifbep, wo King. And if 
this be net rreaſon, then I think there was never any eammineed : And this, with much 
more to this effc &, Door Baſtwick doth declare in his anſwer to Sir Joby Banks bis In- 
formation 4 as you may read in the tenth and eleventh pages thereof,) And for this 
(moſt Noble Lord) was I.ag1inſt ajl Law agd Juftice, laid in fons for a long time to» 
gerher, in a moſt inbumane manner,and lock'd up cloſe priſoner for theſe twelve months 
together, againſt all Law, and to the violating of the Sybje&s Libertie : for by Magna 
Cherta, 20d other Starnres of this Laod, which are till in force, but onely the execution 
of them is thrown in the kennel], neicher the'Lord Keeper, nor any others ought to 
commit any of the Kings SubjeRs clofe prifoners, unleſs cither for Felony or Treaſon, 
and onely in caſe of an cx;raordigary. crime-; agd then they muſt ie bring 


« ® + -- 


them tq their trya!l : But by cloſe imprifonment the Law doth nor mean thilhe Kings 
Subje&Rs ſhould be locked up in rooms ; mucb lefle, that their friends ſhould nor be fuf- 
fered to come ro with ther, and brig them viQuals to preſerve their lives, as 
ye Judge 67 ok, nor long fince, in his Speech at Weſtminfter- Hall did prove, when 
e pleaded ſor the SubjeRs Liberty. Put contre'y 10 the Parliament Laws , yes, and the pre- 
Fire of Heathens arid Paggns, I om locks uy «!oft all alone, and «annet be fuſfered to cams to « of 
#y4Þ; but am keps up fo clofe,tb1r my friends and a chat bring me relief(l 
mg long fince deſerted of my Kindred) are no: ſuffered to come ar me, but are (ent 3- 
way with chat they bring me, with all the abyſes, reproaches, and revilivgs that _ 
may be, by my Keeper. And one that came unto me he hath beaten, and __— 
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threatacd to kick'if-thty came any mare t0.mg 3 Abd oo orhers af ghear- be hark moſt 
fally and GinderasMly reviled me, calting me Rebell and Traytor, telling them chat wo 


iRuals houtd cove at me: fo thax lam forced daily, in vegard of baybatous: crucley, 
aged aloud ae my: go grace, to. the priſoners and rangers; v0. lex them know the- 
height of my miſery wherein Jive :.and yer no redvelic can I have, bur daily more and 
more cruelty is exerciſed upon me, and many grievous threans frous bloudy awrcher- 
ing Merry my keeper, who threacens to hamper me, and leck my head and legs rogether 
for my complaining : This be did che laſt Lords day ar night, and alſs offered 40 bear 
me with hiskeys, in {0 much, that ar vena clock ac night L was forced to ory ourtothe 
i of it. [Aniin this moſt miſerable condition do | remain, 'though- I have been 
dangerouſly fick almoſt thefocleyen months, which 'many/ times hath brought me even 
unto deaths door 3 and in regard of my exceeding exwemiry of _ in-my head, by rea« 
ſon of my long cloſenefſe ever fince Candlemafſs Term was twelve monchs, and my cru- 
ell rormens befides, 1 have been conſtrained (for to ger aliecte eaſe of my extream 
in, which in fuddey firy takes me for rwo or three hours. together) to-be tied toa con- 
_ courſe of Phyfick uſually once in fourteen dayes, and ſoavcrimes oftner : And 
though of lace I 'bada licclo liberty to. walk oncea day in the common priſon yard 3 yer 
1 am now deprived of ir by the Warden for ; 5 ee, 2947) 96 crueky, and his. 
fhamefull abuking me, and my friends which did but came to look upoR me 3 with whom . 
this was my grexceſt diſcourſe, thac I bad tied my felf by promiſe, before I could gee that 
linte liberty of walking, thac- I would nos talk-with aay Friends ; therefore 1 defired 
them nocto be offended, for 1 durſt nos talk with them: Yer becaufe they came bot to 
fee me, I was depgivedof it; -and alſo they that looked tome in my fideneffe and 
neſſe kept from mo ; forhar now in my weakneſs I have none to look te me. In my 
Grievous and neunfull C omplainz already publiſhed, I have a litele rouched the Wardens 
galled conſcience for his cruel] effions : wherefore he in revenge. (it ſeems ) in« 
reads ro murther me, leſt 1 ſhould by my. ju complaints make- iz coſt him as dear 25 
the falving vp of bis wickednefls did; when he was laſt called toan 3ccount 5 for I have 
heard tho pr with open mouth proclaim.ir, that for making his peace, he-gave-ro 
the Bacl of Bohow ven. thouſand poynds, and rothe fore-min of the Jury one- thouſand 
3 for which his confcience being, woubled, he revealed it upon his dear bed : 
And altfo to an Officer ive hundred pouads to-rafe out ſome things which were upon re- 
gord : yea, 1 have heard tho paor Prifoners- prockim italoud, thac he corens hos of 
above ſeven hundred pounds yeer- which belongs rocthem ; and aHows thera bur a ſmall 
pirtance, upon which they aro not able ts Hye ; and ſome of them have ſeverall times 
in the open Chappel coyed. out to the Gemelemtn priſoners, tha: they are ready to ſtarve 
and periſh for want of food ; yea, fb greathach been the barbarous cruelty. of the War- 
den to the poor, that (if the Priſoners reports may be- belceved) poor men here have 
been forced, for want of food, to eat their own dung: And this hid been my own con- . 
diction, in likelyhood, bad nos God raifed up fome compaſſronate Friends, that were 
meer ſtrangers unto me befere my ſufferings ; ſome of which, through all difficukies 
and- reproaches from my Kecpev, have bronght me food. And though the poor bave 
not by the Wardens means the temth pare of their dug, yet to been that ſmall-means. 
v hich the our hicherro hath bad (fome of which have nothing elfe in the world to live 
npon_) bo hath of late added unto them fo mariy more, (fome of which are men of able 
eſtaces_) which he bath put upon the chariry, contrary to their Orders, purpoſely ro farve, 
the poor indeed : yea, be hath by force put upon the charity Henry the who- 
is under-Turn-key, and bath forry pound land. a yeer, as he himſelf ; and-- 
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whoſe vailes befides, as I:have heard POR... ſay, are ſomerimes better worth then 
threa ſhillings a.day; and this : the warden harb done for him, becauſe he is ſo officious 
ad.rcady.in beating and abuling che poor diſtreſſed nn that cry our-of the wardens 
crueky;:! and nos only the poor®riſoners, but alſoſgme of thoterbat came to vide 
and relievethemy ſome of which be'harh beat, andrhreatned to kick others. 

1 have heard the priſoners affirm that the revenues of rhe Fleer hath becn caſt p ro be 
above threeſzoretbouſand paunds a yeer 3 oh theretore the heighe of cruelty notro be ya- 
ralcli'd, L think amongſt tho-ſavage, and barbarous Heatheus and Pagans, and which 
mightily crys unto your Hencryi now in our Soveraigas abſence, for the wellfare of the 
City; berijuts tobe logked unco, and with the affiltance of the Neble-Lord ProteRor, 
to examine dut the xrurh of things, 'that poor upprefied men tnay have ſpeedy redreis of 
their wrongs 3 the greateſt part of which, ariſerh by reaſon of the wardens greatneſle with 
the Biſhop of Canterbury and the Lord Keeper, ſo that they dare not for tear (as I have 
heard ſome of them ſay) complain of bim. : 

Beſides my Lord it is notoriouſly known, that John Morrxmy upper keeper hath been 
arrajgned at Newgate for murthering a priſonet here in former times, ing | think bere 
axe orher freſh;things againſt him, 4f poorpriſoners- might be beard and: have: jultice, 
which would bear another indiremcut, andat lcalt manifeſt him to be too roo blaudy a 
man to bye the keeping of poor innocent men ; for ſome in this priſon, as it is here re« 
ported have been ſecretly poyſoned and Icft their lives upon it, and. others with-cating 
garlike, and like antidotes have expelled ir, and arc ycr living hereto uſtifie the Sarhe 3 
and my dogged under kceper bath:been x hangman ; whereupon the priſoners arthcir fai- 
lings out with him, dv oye verſc ro his face (wz) Morry ahe-lrith pedler, and Here 


ry tbe hangman of Cam ; > 617 9 » and by: thcſe-rwo bloody; men, from. both 
of which I have reccived unſufferable wrongs, my Advetfaries inten ſhall- be.killed ina 
corner, 


Becauſe of my untainted innocency,they dare not bcing me to a legall publiketryal to the 
view of the Kingdom 3 whercfore I am forced by/reafon of intolerable cruely-injuſtice | 
and wrong, te-cry ow unto your Honour, as I haye often; donear my grate,., murthcr, þ 
murther, murther z therefore hear O Heavens, and give care /O Earth, and all' ye'thar 
hear or read this my juſt complaint and lamentation, bear wirnefle to future generations, 
that I cry out of violence, wrong,injuſtice, cruelty, and inhumanity, that 1 ſuffer from 
the trayrerous Biſhop, and the unjuſt Lord Keeper,old Sir Henry Painezand their bloody 
Jaylours, which do and will execute their commands, be they never ſo unjuſt and unlaw- 
full, And how that for my zcal and courage for my God and his truth and glory,and for 
my ardent love te my Prince and Country, aid formy ſtrong defire and indeavour for 
the proſperity and flourithing cſtate of this renowned City, the Metropolis of England, 
Lam liketo loſe my litc and blood by murthering crnelty in cloſe Impriſonment 3 There- 
fore, oh all ye brave and worthy Citizens, fave, help and reſcue me a poor diſtreſ- 
ie aad anon oppreſied young man, from the devouring pawes of devouting Lionith 
men. © 
Now my Honorable Lord, I come ro make my humble ſupplication unto your, ſelf, 
which is this ; that you would be pleaſed ro take my moſt deplorable condition into your 

rave and ſerious conſideration, and after your conſaltation about it, with your wor» 
thipfull brethcen the Aldermen of this City, acquaint the honourable *Lord proceRor 
that noble and courrcous Earl of Northumberland, with it (who in partknows it already) 
hu: alas alas, 1am long face deſerted of my kindred and friends, - ſo that I have none 
thac dare follow my; bulinefſe, for .me 3 wherefore I am like ſhonly to periſh in my 
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25 
great diſtreſs unteſs your Lorſkips be Meal] 2 this particular ts do ſomerhing for me; 


” I defire from-your gicbeic Glyeu.nor gold, [for alas-ac preſent. ig would dome 
_ pleaſure 3 bt had I al _ in the world. t9 buy Mme- ar and: want a, 
fRomack when I ſhould have them, they would nothing avail me: and ya (ſo lamenrable 
is my condition, by reaſon of my longe cloſene(s and paiafull ackneſs z ſo thar all. rhe 
favour I deſire is but the ene of theſe rwo things. Firſt that if I be thoughe to be an of= 
fender 3 that then I may be forthwith I 2 publick tryal, and ſuffered with free 
dom-o pleademy.own juſt cauſe again-the:Bithops, and the Lord Keeper, and old: Sir 
Hewy Pane's illegall and pagult, cenſure of me which: was oncly upon! this ground ; be- 
cauſc I refuſcd to rake an illegal and unlayfall inquilicipa oath, which he the Lord Keep» 
ertendred to mez. which as I cold him go his face ia the Star-chamber is againit the Sta» 
tute Lawes of this land ; -yca againſt the peagpion of right, enaRted in the 3 yeer of our 
Sovecaign King CWHARLES; yea lrold him andproved irto be againſt che Lawes of 
God and nman,. and contrary to the praQiſe ,of the Heathens and Pagans ; (as you may 
read inthe a#; of the 4p:ſites),. yet this was the ongiygropne wheretore he andold Sir 
Henry Vane, &&c. cenſured merto pay 500 -puund,and robewhiptzfor there was n5 witneſs 
brought aÞainſt me face. to face, onely there was rcad rwo falſe,paths made by one Ed- 
mon1c hillkageon (now a Lieut. in Col. Whahes Regiment, and one of the principal men 
that lately cauſed the Souldier to be ſhot to death ar Pau/s) whom the Bithop hired, by 
iving him bis liberty our of New-gace pciſon for ſwearing thoſe two falſe oaths, and do- 
ing them orner wicked ſervice of the like nature, h 
My Lord for my ewn part I defire no metcy nor favour, nor compaſſion fram' the 
greateſt of my enemies, bur onely the benefit of my Soyeraignes Lawes, which as I aun 
a faithfnll and loyal ſubjeR ro my Prince and Contry, I do according to my priviledge 
earneſtly craveand begg nor fearing by reaſon of my unſpurted Innocency the rigour of 
Jaſtice z for my Innocency is ſuch that fear neither dearh nor hell, men nor Devils, 
hanging nor burning 3 for 1 aſſuredly know that when this my miſcrable life is 
ended I ſhall go ro my God of glory to be i dep of an immortall Crowne of glory. 

In the ſecond place, if they will nor let me have a ſpeedyand legal tryall, then therefore 
iu regard my keepers are ſuch murthering, poyſoning and ſtarving CRIT thar I have 
juſt cauſe, in regard of their crugll bloudyrhreats and inveterate malice at me, to fear 
that they will either ſecretly by poiſon, or elſe by other wicked cruclty put me to death. 
] humbly and carneftly dehre, that I may be turned oyer to, Brjidwell, Newgate, either 
of the Countors, or any other ptiſon abour'this City, where my friends may be ſuffered 
to come to meand relieve me, and look th me in my weaknefſe and grent diſtrefſez for 
T am neceſlitated wich ſpced to takephylickagain to eaſe the extremity of pain which I en- © 
dare in my headzif my Friends according _— and humanity might be ſuffered to come 
to look to me. And for my fafe impriſonment,if I may be removed I will put in ſufficient 
ſecurity either ro the L.ProreRor,or your ſelf for my forth-coming ar all times to anſwer 
whatſoever the greateſt or capiralteR of my enemicsthall at any time obje& againſt me. 

Now, my.Lord, I have a little acquainted you with wy grievous and juſt complainr, 
the particulars of which'T offer to juſtifie and prove, it being ſuch an example of cruelty 
which is lawleſly and unjuſtly exerciſed upon me, which I chink cannot be parallell'd 
in any Nation in the world, where morality and bumanicy are profefed. 

Oh therefore,as younre the Noble Governoyr of this Renowned City, and a Magi- 
rare of good report, make me ſome powerfull and ſpeedy help againſt thecruel Warden, 
whoſe lwleſs, unjuft,and uncontrollable oppreffions are (o great (not enly to me, but alſo 
ro many othte poor priſoners). thac Þ think.no Priſon in the world is able coparallel thoſe 
juſt complaints that poor diftreſled men are able juſtly ro make againſt kim 3 the chiefof 
which ariſe from. the Biſhop, old Sir Hewy Vane, and the Lord Keeper's beari the 
Warden in all bris cruelty, for executing with WHY and rigour theix unjuſt cod uo 
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full omingnidy upon whoſe they com mi (0), She lornimdirns-eed Fleck Park 
pom of whe 0 but offer v0 ſpeak of ghoWarden and his Officers 


” LL qo iitaly oy 
Lot, 4rid:eny Lord ProteRor, now in our Soveraigrit 


- bra defaring him to guide your Noble heart vprgihely to execute Juſtice and 

udgment in your great place; in theſe | 

ſoyour _ name Ow and juſtice way be in perpecuity in future generati« 
0 t | 


ons, Svfor the preſent I humbly rake my leave, and reft, 
Taur moſt miſerable diſtreſſed, and cruelh oppreſſed poor Suppliant, 
9 nee fe ee GEN LIESUEN, 


Al of this 1 ſwbſcribe With my own bloud, which ts already alweſft ford 
with cruelty : And for the ſafety of my life fince I vas Whipt, to the number of 
above 500 ſtripes With knotten Whip-cords in lefſe then an hows ſpace, 7 have 
been forced to be let bloyd four times, 

And becauſe in my moit cruel condition 1 am not ſaffered to bave tither 
pen or ink,, neither of which 1 make uſe of i the writing of this, 1 am forced to 
ſendit very ruggedly to your Honour and to orave pardon for thoſe literal faxlts 
that you ſhall finde in it, & 

From the Fleer, the oppreſſingeRt and cruelleft 

priſon (I think) chat is in the world; whe JOHN LILB URN. 
"middle of this fifth Month,called Mey,16 39 F w_—_ 


{onrteons Reader, T hall defire thee t6 caſt thy eye ſeriouſly upor this 
enſuing Letter of mine aud my fellow-priſoner, My.Richard Overton, which 
We Wrote to the Generall the 27. of April 1649, in the behalf of ( aptain 
Savages Troopers : the Copy of Which is as folleweth, _ 
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'The Copy of a Letter written to the Generall, from 
Lieut. Col. Fe.Lilbsrn and M. Rich.Overton, Arbitrary and Ari- 
ſocratical prifonersin the Tower of London,the 27 of April 1649,in dehalf 
of Mt. Robert Lockier, tyrannycally ordered to be murdered by the 
Councel of War : M, George Aſh, M. Joſeph Hockley, M. Robert Orburn, 
Mr. Matth-Heyworrh,Mr. Tho. Goodwimn,all of Caprain Sevage his 
Troop in Col. Whaley's Regiment 3 who by the (aid 
ouncel were adjudged to caſt lors for their 
lives, and one of them ro die, 


In Which it us by Law fully proved, that it is both Treaſon and Murder 
for any Generall or C ouncelof War to execute any Sonuldier in time of 
Peace,by Martiall Law. 


May it pleaſe your Excellency, 
Ec have not yet farger your Solemn Engagement of June 5. 1647, whereby the 
\ \ Armies conimnance as anArmy was in no wiſe by the wil of the Scate, bur by their 
own mutual] Agreement : and if their ſtanding were removed frem one Foundation to 
another (as is undeniable_) then with the ſame they removed fron one Authority ro a 
another; and the Ligaments and Bounds of the Firſt were all diſſolved, and gave place 
to the Second z and under, and from the head of their firſt Station, wit. By the will of 
the State, the Army derived their Government by Martiall Law 3 which in Judgment 
and Reaſon could be no longer binding then the Authority (which gave being thereto) 
was binding to thefArmy : for the denyal of the authority is an Abrogation or Nulmenr 
of all Ats,Orders,or Ordinances by that Authority, as rochem : And upon this account 
your Excellency with the Army long proceeded upon the Conſtitution of a new Couns 
cell and Government, contrary to all Martiall Law and Diſcipline, by whom onely the 
Army engaged to be ordered in their proſecution'of the ends, ro wit, Their ſeveral Rights, 
both as Souldiers and Commoners, for which they affociated 3 Declaring, 2grezing and 
— exch other, norto Disband, Divide, or ſuffer themſelves to be Disbanded or 
ivided, without ſatisfaQion and ſecurity, in relation to their Grievances and Deſires in 
behalf of themſelves arid rhe Common-wealth, as ſhould be agreed unto by their Coun- 
cell of Agitators. And by verrue, and under colour of this Eſtabliſhment, all the extraor- 
dinary Aions by your Excellency, yout Officers, and the Army have paſt : Your re- 
fulall co Disband, difpuring the Orders of Parliament 3 Impeachment and ejeRion of 
Eleven Members ;'your Firſt and Second March up to Lonabn; your late violent Excluſion 
of che major part of Members out of the Houſe, and their impriſonment wicthour Cauſe 
declared,8&c, which oan no way be juſtified from the guilt of High Treaſon, bur in the 
accompliſhmenrof a righteous end, viz. The enjoyment of the benefit of ovr Laws and 
Liberties, which we hoped long ere this co have enjoyed from your hands * Yer when: we 
conkider, and herewith compare many of your lare carriages both cowards the Souldiery 
and other Free- People ; and atincloally your cruel exerciſe of Martial] Law, eyen tothe 
Sentence and execution of Death wpon ſuch of your Souldiers as ſtand for the Rights of 
thar Engzgement, &c. And-not only ſo, but againſt others nor of the Army z we caninor 
but look upon your defe&ion and Apoſfacie in ſuch dealings, as of moſt dangerous cou- 
ſequence to all the Laws and Freedoms of the People. X pre” 

And therefore,although there had never been any ſuch ſolemn Engagement by the Ar- 
my, as that of Jane $. 1647. which with your Excellenc in point of os and conſcience 
ought not to be of the meaneſt obligation. We do proteſt againſt your exerciſe of Martiali 
Law, againſt any whomſoever , in time of peace , where al Courts of Juſtice are « 

35 ihe greareſt encroachment upon our Lawes and Liberties that can be acted avail 
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And particularly, againſt the Tryal of the Souldiers of C, Savage: Troop yeſterday; by & 
oy _ Men maoks rl Liege Warre, and ſentencing of two of them, to T: 
+{7*.- and for no other end (as we underſtand) but for ſome diſpute abour their pay: And 
- - = -xeaſon of this our Proteſtation, is from the Petition of Right , madein rhe third yeee of. 
.” the late King, which declaretb, That no perſon ought 10 be adjudged by Law MartidÞ, except in | 
times of Warre ;. And that all Comm. ſſions to execute Martial Law in time) of Peace, are core... 
ry to the Lawes and Statutes of the Land. And it was the Parliaments complaint, That Max. * 
tiall Law was then commanded to be executed _ Souldiers fur Robbery , Mutiny , or 
Murder. Which Petition of Right, this preſent Parliament intheir ſare Declarations of 
the 9g. of Fcb. and the 17. of March, 16 48. commend as the moſt excellenteſt Law 
in England, and there promiſe to preſervEinvivlably, it, and all other the Fundamentall 
Laws and Liberties, concerning the prefervation of the Lives, Propercics, and Liberties 
of the people, with all things incident rherzceunre. And the Execciſg, of Martiall Law in 
Ireland, intime of Peace, was one of the chicfcſt Articles for which the Earl of Straf« 
ford loſt his head 3 The ſame by this preſent Pailiament being judged high Treaſon, | 
And the Parliament ir ſelf, neither by A& nor Ordinance , <an juſtly or warrantabl 
dcRroy the Fundamenrall Libertics and Principles of the Common. Law of England ; 
Ir being a maxim in Law and Reaſon both, that all ſuch-A&s and Qrdinances, are ifſo | 
fatto, null, and void in Law, and binds not at all , but ought tobe retiſted, and ſtood 
againſt ro the death. And if the ſupreme Aurhorit y may nor preſume to do this, much - 
lefle may You ,or Your Officers preſume theruponz for where remedy may be had by an | 
ordinary courſc in Law,the party grieved ſhall never have his recourſe ro extraordinaries, | 
Whence it is cvident, thar it is the undoubred Right of every Engliſhman (Souldier or 
_ that he thould be puniſhable ancly in the ordinary Courts of Juſtice, according: to-. 
the Lawes and Starntes of the Realmie in the time of Peace, asnowitis z and the extra« 
ordinary way by Court Martiall, inno wiſeto be uſed. | | 
Yea,the Parliaments Oracle,S. E4.C ook, Declares in the third part of his Inflitutes Cap, . 
of Murther,that f,r aGeneral or orher Officers of an Army,in me of Peace to put any man, (although 
a 5 quldier,) 12 death, by colowr of Martiall Law. it is abſolute mwther in that General, or Councell 
of War 4c. Therefore erecting of Martiall Law now, when all Courts of Juſtice are 6». 
pen, and ſtopping the free $arreat of Law, which ſufficiently provides for the puniſhmcut * 
of Souldiers as wetl as others; (as appears by 18.H.6:Ch,18,19. & 2, & 3. Ed.6. Cha.z; 
4, & 5. P.& M.Chap, $.& 5.Eliz.s. & 5. Jam-21.) isan abſoluredeſtroying of out 
Fundamental! Libercies, and che razing of the Foundation of the Common Law ot Eng 
. .» + hngthe  bickotit of duty and Conltience ro the Rights and Freedoms, of this Nation 
54 Swe value above our lives) and to leave Youand all Your Cquncell withogr all ex» 
308 Fe are moved to preſent unto your Excellencie; TY prefling, you well ro cans? 
**-iider what you doe, betore you proceed to the taking away the lives of thoſemen by Mars 
tiall Law ; leaſt the blood of the Innecenr,or the Hood of War ſhed inthe time of 
(and ſo palpable ſubverſion of the Lawes and Liberties of England, )bring the anche | 
juſt cance. afrer,it upon you, as ir did uponxhe Earle. of Stafford of old : forins? 
nocent blogd *God will not. pardon, Gen., 9 5-6..1 Kings 2.4. 4+-5+28,29;30, 31 3324h 
and what the people may do Ga caſe of ſuch violent ſubverſion of their Rights) we ſhall 
leave to your Excellency to judge, and remaine 7a Wl 
z 


| Sir, "= | 
From our Cauſcicfle, wnjuit, and * Your Excelencies humble.Sery 
.  T yzanical Captivity jn the Tower , - n-is: Jobn Lilbugs. © 


| of London, April 27. 1649, Kiohard Quertan . _ 


POSTSE KI P ” And that for the preſent General or 'bjs Conucel ro Wy 
man to death in time of peace by Martial) Law, is not only Murder, but:Treafon , is uns 
zraved in Capr. Jobn Ingrams Plea, and M.:}/lam Tomp/on; Plea, and M. 


Croſtnans Plea j all of which are prigced at Jange ig Licur;Col: Jobn Lilbwn's Book, calle 
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